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hings aren’t always as they seem. Last month, I ranted (tongue-in-cheek) 
about different factions of riders, and even our new guest columnist, Nathaniel 
Saizman, dips into the topic (turn the page). But in this column. I’ll share some 
firsthand examples of the stereotyping I’ve been subjected to. Right or wrong? 


I guess it depends on which side you’re standing on. 

One of the funniest experiences I’ve had occurred on a 
Wisconsin tour a few years ago. On these trips, I get to 
interact with quite a few mainstream journalists from travel 
mags, newspapers, web sites, even TV shows. The local 
chamber of commerce or tourism bureau invites a pack of 
writers to town and carts them around in minivans (but I 
always make the exception and follow by motorcycle) to 
show them what the community has to offer in the hopes 
we’ll write nice things and persuade our readers to visit. 
Sometimes, I deviate from the mundane segments and 
explore, looking for more moto-centric sites for my story, 
but, by and large, I accept my hosts’ hospitality. One time, 
a male journalist from a Midwestern newspaper asked me 
an odd question: “So, Steve, what’s with the beard? Is that 
a biker thing?” I could see where this was going, but I’ll be 
darned if I knew where it came from. So I chuckled and 
asked “What do you mean?” He said most of his “biker 
friends” have beards, and he wondered if it were a secret 
code or fraternity requirement or something. I swear, I 
didn’t think he was serious. I couldn’t believe the ridicu- 
lousness of the question. To lighten the mood, I laughed 
as I answered “No, it’s not a biker thing. Chicks dig it.” 

And we all had a big laugh. But there I was, the biker 
dude with the goatee, fitting into someone’s stereotype. 

When I’m introduced to nonmotorcyclists as the editor 
of a magazine, they usually immediately ask “Oh, which 
magazine?” And to watch people roll their eyes as I reply 
''Motorcycle mag” gives me gut pain to no end. I guess it’s 
just not taken seriously that a person can actually earn a 
living playing around with motorcycles. I can almost hear 
the “When are you going to grow up?” they’re thinking, 
but too afraid to utter. 

More pain came during a radio interview I had tuned 
into, where listeners called in to share views on motor- 
cycling with a renowned motojournalist on the show. Why 
is it that the incoming calls turned into a one-upmanship 
contest on motorcycle crash stories? Seems everyone had 


a cousin, or a brother, or a first-person 
story on how so-and-so got maimed 
while crashing because in their minds, 
you’re gonna go down eventually. Oh, 
the agony. 

Another recent event, caused by 
one stereotype, led to another humor- 
ous one. Awhile back, I received a 
nice little unsolicited package from a 
PR agency containing two Citizen 
eCigars. Who are these people? How 
did they know I smoke conventional 
cigars? And what possessed them to 
try to get me to convert to vaping via 
electronic cigars? On a press trip to 
Spain, I remember seeing one gent 
drawing on a vape contraption so 
often and intently that it seemed he 
only lowered it from his mouth to 
speak or eat. It was like an adult 
pacifier of some sort. Strange. But the 
product’s press material points out 
it appeals to a demographic similar to 
that of a motorcycle mag, so its stab 
in the dark actually hit the nail on the 
head with me. This time, the stereo- 
type (demographic) was right. 

The funny part occurred recently 
as I was drawing on my newfound, 
mild inhaling vice while wandering 
the grounds at Old Bridge Township 
Raceway Park, in Englishtown, New 
Jersey. A guy walked up to me and 
asked “Hey, buddy, can I get a light?” 

I mean, the nerve of this guy! 

Thinking I was smoking a real cigar. 

So I just took a puff, exhaled, and 
said “Nope” and walked away. ^ 
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Creation Theory 




s a custom bike builder what I’m about to say is heresy. The slogan “built not 
bought” is ridiculous, and we should stop saying it We should stop using the 
hashtag for our projects online. We should stop slapping built-not-bought stickers 
on things because when we do, it makes us liars. 


Custom builders, parts suppliers, and DIY customizers 
alike have used this phrase as a point of pride. I get it. 

I share that pride in anything I’ve built or assembled 
myself. I love taking something meant to be used one 
way and then using it in some other capacity. However, 
the intent of the phrase is different than the literal 
meaning of the words. 

In fact, building and buying are so intertwined there’s 
no unraveling them from each other. Yet there the phrase 
stands, a popular oxymoron that falls apart when exam- 
ined. We deserve better. The custom motorcycle scene has 
so much more to offer. This slogan, on the other hand, 
only offers shame. 

Built not bought isn’t a celebration of DIY and crafts- 
manship. It’s just a new flavor of us vs. them. Build it 
yourself, every last piece, or you’re a poser. Truth is, even 
the most remarkable custom bikes to come out of Deus 
Ex Machina, Classified Moto, Analog Motorcycles, Revival 
Cycles, and a dozen others are still a mix of bought, 
found, and made components. This is the great lie of built 
not bought. It’s all-bought. This lie of built not bought is 
something I think none of us actually believe, yet we 
don’t challenge it. I’m here to challenge it now. The 
emperor has no clothes. You’re not John Britten, and nei- 
ther am I. None of us are building the entire buffalo here. 

I’m exhausted by the romantic Vimeo portrayal of the 
starving artist builder toiling away behind his grinder, 
modifying esoteric details of his motorcycle. The sparks 
fly, and Mumford & Sons plays softly in the background 
while we’re supposed to feel sorry for this builder and 
how hard it is for him to make a living at his craft. That 
living doesn’t get easier when you only celebrate crafts- 
manship at the expense of commerce. If built is always 
better than bought and buying is shameful, is it any 
wonder you don’t have any customers? 

I think what we’ve failed to do is build a culture 
where we celebrate buying custom bikes as much as we 
celebrate building them. With attitudes like built not 


bought, we’ve built a hitch into the 
aspiration of purchases. 

How did we get here? 

I have a hypothesis. The motor- 
cycle scene is struggling with an 
“authenticity” problem. That is, 
there’s an obsession with portraying 
an “authentic” image when it comes 
to one’s bike and his biker persona. I 
could shorthand this as how hipsters 
are ruining motorcycling, but I don’t 
think it’s that simple. I also don’t 
think that’s true. The trouble with 
today’s biker authenticity is just how 
unauthentic it actually is. There’s a 
pretense that requires we buy the lat- 
est in vintage waxed cotton, but don’t 
you dare spend money on a motor- 
cycle built with someone else’s labor. 
We’ll buy artisan tool rolls, but not 
artisan motorcycles. 

So what instead? I think we need a 
new attitude. We need to tap into the 
core of our enthusiasm — at that thing 
that built not bought is trying to be 
but fails at in its cynicism. This new 
sentiment is more complicated than 
what will fit neatly into a clever hash- 
tag online or a sticker that comes 
along with my box of cafe racer parts. 
Best of all, if we consider this for just 
a moment, we’ll realize that what we 
really mean by built not bought does 
not have anything to do with where a 
bike comes from, but instead is meant 
to celebrate the act of creation. So let’s 
do that. Let’s celebrate creativity, both 
built and bought. M 
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A Fantasy Story 



I enjoyed reading Steven W-B’s article about the American 
motorcycle artist Tom Fritz in the March/April 2014 issue. 
It’s good to know there are more of us out there in the 
world, and it’s wonderful that you’re writing stories about 
creatives, like me, who are inspired by two-wheeled 
machines! Like Tom, I enjoy attending bike shows, but 
here in England, my biggest thrill is seeing bikes racing. 
Eve spent much time with the bikes and people who race 
classic motorcycles, and my oil paintings capture not just 
the movement of the bikes, but the relationship between 
the human and the machine. It’s a fantastic story — and 
seeing gentlemen in their 60s and sometimes 70s thrash- 
ing machines built in the 1930s around a track with the 
backdrop of British rolling hills is breathtaking in every 
way! I thought I would write to share some of my paint- 
ings with you to encourage you to keep writing about 
motorcycle artists! Your cousin across the water. 

Caroline Jaine 
Via Internet 

To see the full-page spread of Caroline's painting Classic 
Superbikes at Snetterton, flip to our Moto Art section on 
the final page of this issue. 

Harley’s Dirty Trick 

Steve, I just read your column in the March/April 2015 
issue about Harley’s Sturgis “dirty trick,” and I think 
you’re right on. Competition should drive innovation. I 


Pembrey Classic Bikes Assembly Area 


love anything on two wheels, but I 
own a Victory. Three seasons and 
50,000 trouble-free miles are the rea- 
son. When you listed the things 
Harley has to do to step up, you 
correctly listed products first. Sure, 
Harley bought Sturgis, but was that 
the right place to put its money? 
Unless Harley makes some serious 
strides in product development, you 
might have a future of events at 
Harley Plaza to an audience of 
Victory and Indian owners. Keep up 
the good thinking. 

“DrifterDon” 
Calgary, Canada 

Where Mr. Daytona At? 

I read Steven W-B’s story of the 
Daytona 200 in the March/April 2015 
issue. One name you didn’t mention is 
Mr. Daytona! He’s a four-time winner! 

Mr. Scott Russel 
Via Internet 

Scott, I wish I could have delved more 
into the racers who have taken on the 
Daytona track over the years, hut the 
main subject was the evolution of the 
Daytona track. The racers I did men- 
tion were the ones brought up by the 
real mastermind behind the story, 

Don Emde. That said, maybe your 
pointer can be used as a Part II 
feature for next year? The racers of 
the Daytona 200? Hmm . . . — WB 

RV Profiling 

On the subject of profiling, I tend to 
agree with Steve Lita’s May/June 
column. My motto is “whatever 
makes you happy.” But I did, men- 
tally, trash one RV driver last year. 

I was on a weeklong trip, traveling 
south on Highway 97, cruising 
between Quesnel and Williams 
Lakes in British Columbia, Canada, 
when I found myself following the 
largest motor home I’ve ever seen. 

Continued on page 81 
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NEW BIKE REVEAL 2016 Honda CRF I OOOL Africa Twin 



Dakar Resurrection 


by Steven Wyman-Blackburn 


Does anybody rennennber Honda’s NXR750V?You should. That bike is 
pretty hard to forget, especially since it took on one of rally raid’s most 
grueling cross-continental competitions (not to mention dangerous), 
the Dakar Rally. But not only was the NXR750V the Honda Racing 
Company (HRC)’s official Dakar Rally contender (the NXR’s non- 
numerical designation, AfricaTwin, is derived from the rally’s place of ori- 
gin), it grabbed the win four years in a row, 1 986-89! It was due to the 
bike’s ongoing success that a road-going XRV650 AfricaTwin was intro- 
duced in 1 988 followed shortly by the more capable XRV750. Fast-for- 
ward to when the world was given a little taste of what was to come at 
the 2014 EICMA event with Honda’s True Adventure prototype. Could 
Honda’s famed AfricaTwin really be resurfacing? Well, now we’re finally 
seeing the post-prototype version of the True Adventure with all of the 
dune-, mud-, camel grass-, rock-, and erg-traversing prowess indicative of 
the AfricaTwin. To put it bluntly yes, it has returned and will be coming 
to the US market for the 20 1 6 model yean the 20 1 6 CRF I OOOL Africa 
Twin. And we welcome it with open arms! 

As of this writing, little is known about Honda’s revived champi- 
on. We have some darkened pictures that cloak most of the bike’s 
features (what a tease!), showing a more aggressive version of its 
predecessor through a slim, less-bulky front end that will undoubted- 
ly improve aerodynamics, and more-angular components (headlights, 
side mirrors). Besides those images, Honda has aptly chosen to only 
reveal one particular amenity that will undoubtedly improve handling 
and performance, in turn, making it easier for owners to delve into 
harsher areas. The resurrected AfricaTwin will flourish an optional, 
improved version on as Honda has described it, “a new evolution” of 


Honda’s Automatic Dual Clutch 
Transmission (DCT) technology.The DCT 
provides the ease of an automated clutch 
and shift operation so riders can focus on 
other things, such as twisting the throttle 
and, when immersed in a difficult riding 
environment, activating the brakes, but not 
at the expense of the structure and, most 
importantly, feel that a manual tranny offers. 
DCT also minimizes the power gaps during 
manual shifting, another feature that sup- 
ports a more dynamic riding style. With 
this, one can only imagine what a newer 
rendition of this technology could entail. 

And since we are ruminating, the only 
other clues to the upcoming model’s specs 
are provided in its designation, CRF I OOOL. 

On a more obvious level, the name suggests 
that the powertrain will feature a larger dis- 
placement (most likely 998cc — a 236cc 
bump over the 750). It also alludes to the 
fact that its dual-purpose capabilities could 
lean more toward the off-roading end of the 
spectrum, seeing as it’s part of Honda’s CRF 
series, which is synonymous with motocross 
and trail bikes. That said, all L versions in the 
CRF family signify dual-purpose machines. W 
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BMW’S RAPIER WITH THE POWER OF A BROADSWORD 
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12015 BMWSIOOORR 

* 


J V can now cross “go 175 mph on a motorcycle” 
■ from my bucket list.This achievement was made 
F possible with the help of one 1 99 hp 20 1 5 BMW 
S I OOORKThat and the guts to twist the ride-by- 
wire throttle grip to the stop, down the world-class 
Circuit ofThe Americas’ (COTA) 3/4-mile back 
straight. Yowzah! 



With that accomplishment behind me, I focused on 
other more important aspects of BMW’s flagship sport- 
bike. It turns out that the SIOOORR isn’t only blindingly 
fast, but is dead brilliant on the brakes and in the cor- 
ners. This isn’t new intel; previous generations of the 
SIOOORR are stellar motorcycles with excellent handling 
manners and gobs of user-friendly power. What is news 
is that this third -gen SIOOORR has been upgraded from 
last year’s (non-HP4) model in almost every way with 
better brakes, agility, and stability to compete against 
Yamaha’s new Rl, Aprilia’s RSV4, and Ducati’s Panigale S 
HP/Factory machines. 

The 2015 SIOOORR pulls heavily from last year’s 
big-bucks, liber-special HP4 that features lighter 
wheels, more robust and refined traction control, 
recalibrated rider modes, and that terrific electroni- 
cally controlled suspension damping. Many of 
those trick features are now part of the standard 
model SIOOO, with the premium version having 
the sweet e-suspension, lighter forged wheels, and 
a deeper menu of rider modes. As if those weren’t 
enough, the 2015 model boasts a comprehensive 
redesign of engine, frame, and electronics, resulting 
in more power, sharper and more stable handling, and 
a new level of refinement to the electronic wizardry. 

At first glance, you may not notice many styling dif- 
ferences because the designers stayed true to the essen- 
tial design language of the original SIOOORR. However, 
place a first- or second-gen bike next to the 2015, and 
the differences become clearer. From the front, you’ll 
notice the newly shaped headlights and the larger look- 
ing intake duct. Closer inspection reveals subtle changes 
in the tail section and side panels, but overall, the new 
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bike looks a lot like the old but with more edgy flair. 

A more obvious styling change is the larger side- 
mounted exhaust that replaces the heavy, underslung 
silencer/shorty exit pipe combination. The new 4-into-2- 
into-1 exhaust is responsible for trimming 6.6 pounds 
(of the 8.8-pound total reduction) while flattening and 
widening the torque curve. And it sounds fantastic! No 
need to change the stock exhaust if you’re looking for a 
banshee-scream exhaust soundtrack. 

Unseen are a re-engineered cylinder head, new 
intake camshaft, lighter valves, shorter intake lengths, 
and a reshaped airbox and intake duct. All this nets six 
more horsepower (199 hp, up from a measly 193 hp). 
The RR delivers about the same torque as last year (83 
ft-lbs. at 10500 rpm), but the torque curve is broader and 
comes alive around 5000 rpm, about 3000 rpm earlier 
than the older model. 


Sitting on the bike reveals a 
remarkably light and well-balanced 
machine, but no earth-shattering 
changes in the cockpit. You may 
notice that the windscreen is longer, 
the handlebars are slightly wider, 
and the instrument cluster is a bit 
different with this year’s model. 
Turning the key awakens an array of 
LCD scales and digits that promise to 
fill your brain with more data than 
you’ll know what to do with, includ- 
ing displays for fuel consumption 
and range, trip meters, and average 
speed. Data for track use include lap 
times, number of gear changes, per- 
cent of traction control used, and a 
scale measuring max-deceleration 
rate. There is also a measure of 
maximum-achieved left and right 
lean angles, which, at first glance, 
seems a bit narcissistic, but can be 
a beneficial tool for measuring 
cornering confidence. I managed 
51 degrees right and 53 degrees 
left in case you were wondering. 

Thumbing the 999cc in line four 
to life and blipping the E-gas ride- 
by-wire throttle awakes that oh-so- 
raucous exhaust note. The throttle 
action is so light that it could be 
unsettling to someone used to throt- 
tle cables, but once underway, the 
superb fueling reassured my brain 
and right wrist that control wouldn’t 
be an issue. 

My stint on the SIOOORR was 
conducted solely on the racetrack, 
but from my initial impressions, I 
believe it would be a wonderful 
streetbike. It’s nimble and impecca- 
bly balanced at slow speeds, and the 
easily accessible, low-rpm power 
will make for a very ridable machine 
around town. The standard electron- 
ic cruise control and heated grips 
are a huge bonus for street duty. 

The seat seems plenty comfortable, 
and the ergonomics are what you’d 
expect from a superbike, but the 
reach is easy, and the legroom is not 
too cramped for my 5'9" height. 

The bike is a quick-revving pow- 
erhouse with immediate but control- 
lable acceleration. Twist the feather- 
light throttle to the stop, and the 
SIOOORR exclaims its pedigree as a 
weapon of mass acceleration. The 
pulling power is beyond exhilarating 
where my mind was at serious risk 
of being blown. Full-throttle thrust 
from second gear at the beginning 
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of COTA’S back straight triggers the 
electronic wheelie control, rocketing 
the RR forward with the “time to 
shift” light soon flashing furiously. 

Now is a good time to wax poetic 
about the excellent Brembo radial- 
mount calipers and how they clamp 
onto the 320mm front discs with a 
vengeance. Hauling the 449-pound 
machine down from 175 mph to 35 
mph in time to manage the second- 
gear, turn- 12 hairpin was an easy 
two-finger affair with no fuss or fad- 
ing. Back in the paddock, the meter 
per second squared (m/s 2 ) decelera- 
tion rate bar graph on the LCD instru- 
ment cluster confirmed I was using a 
decent amount of brake force, which 
I owe to exceptional brake feel and 
stability, as well as the excellent 
Pirelli Supercorsa SP tires. 



The standard partially 
integral Race ABS and 
rear-wheel lift (anti- 
stoppie) control also play 
a role in braking confi- 
dence. Both systems are 
matched to each ride 
mode with Rain and 
Sport modes having the 
most electronic intrusion. 

I rode mostly in Slick 
mode, where ABS is 
reduced and rear-lift 
intervention is turned off, 
allowing the rear tire to 
hover off the deck in a 
very controllable manner. 

Braking isn’t only 
about stopping power. 
Good brakes must also 
deliver refined manners 
and precise feel when 
trail braking. COTA’s turn 
13 is a tricky decreasing 
radius that comes up 
deceptively fast, requiring 
deep trail braking to get 
the bike slowed and sta- 
bilized before railing your 
knee down around turn 
14. The brakes, chassis, 
and Pirelli tires worked 
together flawlessly to 
make the whole affair 



o 

Alpinestars GP Pro I Piece Leather Suit 

$1,195.95 •Alpinestars.com 


A 


Race leathers need to be both super-protective and comfort- 
able. These two goals can work against each other, but 
Alpinestars does a great job meeting both objectives. The 
removable mesh liner enhances comfort, and the accordion 
stretch panels in the back and elbows and microfiber panels in 
the crotch, underarms, and calves provide excellent fit for full 
race-body positioning maneuvers. The 1.3mm leather, CE- 
certified elbow, knee, and shoulder armor, and injection-mold- 
ed elbow and shoulder sliders provide competition-grade 
protection. I felt secure, comfortable, and fashion sharp 
wearing the GP Pro. And at around $1,200, it’s a good bargain. 


-|- Snug fit without being restrictive. 

Sharp looking. 

— Knee pucks won’t last long. 

Alpinestars GP Plus Leather Glove 

$189.95 • Alpinestars.com 

The GP Plus glove is a track day or race glove that can also be 
used as a street glove. Its low-profile cuff and precurved shape 
provide great comfort with minimal bulk. The armored gaunt- 
let, palm slider, and rugged knuckle and finger armor ensure 
excellent protection. Sturdy cow and goat leather conform 
nicely to my hand, and the Pitards panel on the palm provides 
terrific grip and feel. 

-|- Sturdy construction. 

+ Good grip and feel. 

— A little overkill for a street glove. 

— Not a hardcore race glove, either. 


Alpinestars S-MX Plus Boot 

$369.95 • Alpinestars.com 

The Alpinestars S-MX Plus is a CE-certified race boot with 
robust heel and shin protection and a Multi Link ankle torsion 
control system providing top-tier protection. The boots are 
super comfortable thanks to vented panels, a slipper-like inner 
booty, flexible sole, and a ratchet fastener that ensures a 
proper and secure fit around the shin. 

-f Protective and comfortable. 

Ratchet-latch system. 

— It’s not time to replace my boots. 


AGV Corsa Helmet 

$849 • AGV.com 

The AGV Corsa helmet is a sibling of the Pista GP helmet 
Valentino Rossi wears but with features that make it practical 
for street riding like adjustable venting and more comfort. The 
Corsa shares the same edgy shape as Valentino’s lid and can also 
brag about being one of the most protective helmets you can 
buy with a top score: five-star SHARP rating from the UK. The 
Corsa’s SSL (Super Super Light) fiber, aramid, and carbon com- 
posite make the Corsa noticeably lighter than your average hel- 
met. The liner is super-comfortable, but makes mounting speak- 
ers a chore.The pin lock-equipped, quick-release shield locks 
securely with the center-mounted latch mechanism. Pressing the 
button allows the shield to be opened slightly for extra ventila- 
tion. The clear shield offers good optics with great anti-fogging 
features. The lightweight, rear spoiler and hawk’s beak-shaped 
chin bar help reduce drag when riding over 1 50 mph. 


4- Super light construction. 
+ Quick-change shield. 


No detents for partial shield opening. 
Dark shield fogs easily. 
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predictable and drama free. 

With near-600 class agility, impeccable balance, and 
confidence-inspiring feedback and stability, the SIOOORR 
handled COTA’s fast S’ and rapid-fire chicane with utter 
precision. This middleweight agility can be traced to 
racier frame geometry (increased steering head angle 
and a 3mm lower swingarm pivot) and increased flex 
in the right places. 

This great handling bike is made better with the addi- 
tion of seamless electronic aids that improve safety and 
confidence. The base machine comes with three ride 
modes: Rain, Sport, and Race, plus Race ABS and 
Automatic Stability Control (ASC). The Standard or 
Premium packages get you the Ride Modes Pro option 
that adds Slick and User modes and upgrades the ASC 
to Dynamic Traction Control (DTC) for over a dozen 
traction control options. 

Ride modes alter power delivery, ABS, ASC/DTC, and 
Dynamic Damping Control (DDC) to suit various traction 
conditions and rider ability or 
preference. These traction/stability 
systems have the potential to 
make riding safer by intervening 
when you attempt to ask more 
from the tires than they can han- 
dle. As BMW racer Nate Kern put 
it, “it takes longer to run out of 
skill.” Dylan Code from California 
Superbike School says the number 
of student crashes dropped by 1/3 
since the school first began using 
the SIOOORR. Code emphasized 
that these traction management systems not only mini- 
mize the number of crashes, but also allow students to 
discover where the limit of traction is without the tradi- 
tional “push until you crash” method of limit-seeking. 
They learn this by observing when the DTC light flashes 
and then later when they evaluate their DTC data. 

As great as Ride modes, ABS, and TC are, it’s impor- 
tant to understand that these systems can only help man- 



age available traction; they don’t 
create traction that isn’t already 
there. This means it’s still possible to 
exceed the limits of available grip, 
and that you must continue using 
tried-and-true braking, cornering, 
and throttle management techniques 
to avoid getting into trouble. 

My experience with the SlOOORR’s 
traction control has been extensive, 
especially at the end of the day when 
the 190/55 rear tire had been thrashed 
beyond its life expectancy. Even mod- 
erate, mid-corner acceleration caused 
the yellow TC light to flash indignant- 
ly. For reference, I was in Slick mode, 
and the DTC was set to +4 in a range 
of -7 (least intervention) to +7 (most 
intervention). The beauty is that the 
2015 system is absolutely transparent. 

I just got on with business with the 
TC light reminding me that a high 
side looms if I push much harder. 

Rain mode cuts horsepower out- 
put to 187 hp (up from l63 hp on 
the older model) and delivers gen- 
tler throttle response. ASC and DTC 
both intervene earlier in Rain mode 
and work with the Race ABS and a 
softer Dynamic Damping setting to 
help manage reduced amounts of 
traction. Sport mode is for dry condi- 
tions when the full 199 hp and 
immediate throttle response are 
desired. ASC and DTC stay out of 
the way longer to let you take 
advantage of the good grip. Race 
mode is used when the road or 
track surface are excellent. ASC and 
DTC intervene even later. 

Slick mode is optimized for closed 
courses with race tires. Wheelie con- 
trol is off, and traction control is set 
for more extreme-sport riding to take 
full advantage of the exceptional grip. 
User mode allows custom configura- 
tion to essentially mix and match all 
levels of DTC, ABS, DDC, engine 
braking control, anti- wheelie, throttle 
sharpness, and power from any of 
the other ride modes. 

The Ride Modes Pro option comes 
with some other e-goodies that are 
really only useful for competition situ- 
ations, including Launch Control for 
controlled, full-throttle race starts. Just 
pin the throttle and release the clutch. 
Another feature is the adjustable pit 
lane speed limiter. To use, set the 
desired rpm in the menu and then 
hold the starter button while acceler- 
ating in first gear. The rev-limited 
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engine burbles like a MotoGP bike until you release the 
starter button. 

The base model comes with top-notch, fully adjustable 
suspension components, and as a frugal Yankee, I would 
happily settle for these fine bits. But in this case, I would 
make an exception and spring for the uptown packages 
simply to get the splendid DDC. The DDC control unit 
(calibrated with a lean-angle sensor) processes informa- 
tion about traction levels, banking, and damper feedback 
every 10 milliseconds to electronically control fork and 
shock damping. Damping rates adapt instantly to braking, 
accelerating, and cornering maneuvers, as well as road 
surface variations for optimum comfort, stability, and 
control over rapidly changing conditions. 

The basic DDC settings match each ride mode. The 
plush Road mapping is used in both Rain and Sport 
modes. The Dynamic mapping pairs with the Race mode 
when riding on smooth roads and racetracks, and the 
stiffer Track mapping mates with the Slick mode for opti- 
mum grip and feedback. For a customized chassis setup, 
you can experiment with over a dozen increments of 
adjustments, all available with the push of a button. 

One of the most tangible features found on the new 
RR is the Gear Shift-Assist Pro option, allowing clutchless 
upshifting and downshifting. To upshift, simply lift on 
the gearshift lever (or press down if using the GP shift 
pattern) at partial or full throttle. To downshift, fully 
close the throttle and bang your shift. The electronics 
automatically rev match with a slight blip of the throttle 
for smooth transitions — cool. 

The upshifting feature works quite well as long as 
you don’t confuse the computer by preloading the 
shifter. However, while the clutchless downshift feature 
promises to free mental bandwidth to help manage the 
rapidly decelerating landscape, downshifts aren’t always 
cooperative. A few times, I had to downshift the old- 
fashioned way because the bike wouldn’t go into the 
lower gear even with deliberate effort. Another blemish 
is the vague feel from the shifter, which forced me to 
reference the gear indicator to confirm that I had indeed 
engaged the lower gear. 

The transmission is butter-smooth, and like most 
modern sportbikes, the SIOOORR comes with a slipper 
clutch to prevent wheel hop from ill-timed or abrupt 
downshifts. I can attest to the effectiveness of the slipper 
function as I inadvertently banged the RR into first gear a 
bit too early during one spirited turn entry. 

With less weight, more power, sharper handling, 
and highly sophisticated electronics that enhance stabil- 
ity and confidence, the 2015 SIOOORR is a giant leap 
forward. You’ll pay $15,500 for the base model with 
ABS and ASC and $l6,795 for the standard package that 
includes the Gear Shift Assist, DTC, heated grips, cruise 
control, and the whole complement of ride modes. 
Forking over an additional $1,900 gets you the premi- 
um package, which includes the same stuff as the stan- 
dard package, with the addition of DDC and light- 
weight forged wheels. That totals $18,695, which is real 
money, but is in line with the other players from 
Yamaha and Ducati. No matter which package you 
select, you’ll get a class-leading bike with class-leading 
power, plus the agility and grace of a deadly rapier. M 



LIST PRICE 

Starting at $ 1 5,500 

ENGINE 

Liquid-cooled 
in line four 

VALVETRAIN 

DOHC, four 
titanium valves 
per cylinder 

DISPLACEMENT 

999cc 

BORE X STROKE 

80mm X 49.7mm 

COMPRESSION RATIO 

1 3.0; 1 

FUEL SYSTEM 

EFI 

MFR HORSEPOWER 

199 hp @ 

1 3500 rpm 

MFRTORQUE RATING 83 ft lbs @ 

1 0500 rpm 

TRANSMISSION 

Six-Speed 

FINAL DRIVE 

Chain 

FRONT SUSPENSION 

46mm, upside- 
down fork, 
compression and 
rebound stage 
adjustable 

REAR SUSPENSION 

Aluminum two- 
sided swingarm, 
compression and 
rebound adjustable 

FRONTTIRE 

Pirelli Supercorsa 

SP 1 20/70 ZR- 1 7" 

REAR TIRE 

Pirelli Supercorsa 

SP 1 90/55 ZR- 1 7" 

FRONT BRAKES 

Race ABS; twin 
320mm discs, 
four-piston calipers 

REAR BRAKE 

Race ABS; 
single 220mm disc, 
single-piston caliper 

OVERALL LENGTH 

80.8" 

WHEELBASE 

56.6" 

RAKE/TRAIL 

66- 1 /2 degrees/3.9" 

SEAT HEIGHT 

32.1" 

FUEL CAPACITY 

4.6 gallons 

AVERAGE MPG 

41 mpg 

WET WEIGHT 

449 pounds 

WARRANTY 

36 month/ 

36,000 miles 

2015 COLORS 

Racing Red/Light 
White, Black Storm 
Metallic, Light 
White/Lupin Blue 
Metallic/Racing Red 
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.the road littered with 
gravel... I walked away 
^ without a scratch, 
HL the bike was not 
so lucky. I just 
wanted to say 
thank you and 
let you know 
that your 

IV product saved 
p me a lot of pain 


Product Comparo: 

Bohn Armor Pants vs Kevlar Jeans 


ActionStations Boss Paul English talks 
about the differences in lower body 
protection options. 

Kevlar reinforced jeans are 
popular with riders of all 
kinds of bikes. 

Draggin Jeans were among the 
first on the market, and there are 
now many similar versions 
available. 

Many riders are interested in how 
these compare to the Bohn Pants. 


Q; Paul, please explain the differences between Kevlar riding Jeans and the 
Bohn Pants. 

PE: In short kevlar has great abrasion resistance and is excellent for gravel 
rash when you're sliding down the road. With the Bohn System we're focusing 
more on Impact Protection - the vulnerable 'corners' you land on and damage 
- knees, hips, and elbows and shoulders with the shirts. An unprotected impact 
in these places can put you in the ER and off work. And hurts! 

Q; But won't your armor grind through In a wreck? 

PE: Actually in over 15 years, we've never seen our armor significantly 
damaged at all! This is because in a crash, we tend to bounce and slide, 
scrubbing the speed off. 

Q:The Bohn System has to be worn under jeans as an extra layer, isn't that 
hot and a hassle? 

PE: Positioning armor snugly against your body is the best way of providing 
comfortable and discrete protection so that it's in the right place if you have a 
fall. Tes, it's definitely an extra step compared to jeans -but on the other hand 
you can then wear your own jeans, or whatever pants you choose. It gives 
you a lot more options. 

Q: But isn't it hot? 

PE: The only time you notice the Bohn Pants being hot is in the heat of the 
summer when you're a standstill, say sitting on your bike at a light. 

At that time ofyeareveything's hot! Otherwise they breathe really well 
in all seasons; and we do have options of a mesh shell material and also a 
winter thermal solution. 

Q; What about putting armor into kevlar jeans? 

PE: Some companies do have this option, which on first impressions is 
a good idea. But what actually happens is the armor 'flops' around the 
outside of your leg as it's attached to the jeans - so you can imagine that it 
won't be in the right place if you actually do hit the ground. 

Q; So do I need to upsize your jeans for the Bohn Pants? 

PE: Surprisingly most people find that their existing regular-fit, or relaxed 
jeans fit perfectly over the Adventure Pants - that's because the armor mainly 
fits where your jeans are loose. 

Q; Don't the Bohn Pants make your jeans look bulky? 

PE: No one can see you have anything but your jeans on! 

Q:And you make armored shirts too? 

PE: We think of the pants and shirts as 'A System' that protects you ithout 
having to wear full armored gear - specially in the heat. 

Q:So what's the best choice? 

PE: /As a lifelong rider myself- 1 love to have choices in bikes, accessories and 
gear. Many riders are happy with kevlar jeans, and most are very well made. 

We're proud of the Bohn Adventure Pants and 
the amazing customer reports we get, but everyone has 
different priorities. 


My suggestion is to give us a try 
We've a great Can't-Lose 
90 Day Trial Offer! 

And they're made in the USA 


YOUR PI 


NAL 


PKOTKUTIOIV 


There’s nothing better than cruising with the g 
on the weekend. 3een doing the same for years 
and it never gets old - there’s always some 


thing going on or a place to go. And this is how 
denim iacke' 


we ride Jeans and denim jacket 
it’s winter anyway. 

3ut now we wear this 3ohn gear 
underneath. Yes it’s underneath! 

You can’t see it, and we can’t feel it 

I Just feel happier when I have some protection these days, 
though I’m sure we’re not going to have a spill. 

Check it out - read their testimonials - that’s what I did. IH . 
And they give you a 90 Day Trial too. 

Riding seems much more stressfull these days and with this gear 
we can Relax and Ride, with Peace of Mind! 


AMERICA’S 


SELLING 

PROTECTION 

SYSTEM 


.... terrific product. 

I crashed at 70mph last 
weekend and I was barely 
injured. Vbur knee pads 
worked perfectly to cushion 
the impact. Ihauesome 
swelling and road rash but 
not a single fracture. 

Thank you most 
sincerely. 
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They are very 

comfortable,! for- 
Thanks 60 much. 


wearing the pants 
was at work bri ' 
and early 
Monday 


...your product has made a believer 
out of me and the select few who 
saw my kamikaze flightthrough the air, 
can only imagine the numerous 
injuries that luckily avoided by 
wearing the armor. 


Free Bonus 
for you to keep, 

f for trvino! 


just for trying! 

LIMITED PROMO 


For Full Info go to WWW.UnderRoadPantS.com or call 530 898 9269 


o 


Get in-depth info and fuii rider stories straight to your inbox at wwwJ1oadPants.com/info 


^ Hundred’s of testimonials online 

f Trusted by thousands 





;MOTO CULTURE EJ COLE COLLECTION AUCTION 


HISYORY FOR SALE 

Bidding On Americana 


f you ever saw the movie 200 1 :A Space Odyssey, you’ll remember that at 
certain points in the film, a monolith appears symbolizing progression in 
man’s evolution. Similarly I can remember EJ Cole appearing at auctions 
over the years and paying what was considered an outrageous amount for 
motorcycles. By the time of the McQueen estate sale in 1 984, EJ was 
already a seasoned collecton having begun in the mid-1970s. After the dust 
settled, EJ had outbid others for seven lots, including the Cyclone, for an 
earth-shattering price of $25,000! A few years laten he showed up in Virginia at another 
sale and grabbed the Flying Merkel boardtracker for $70,000. He continued to acquire 



The South Point 
Casino and Exhibit 
Hall hosted a 
packed crowd. 


privately but then, in the ’90s, he showed up at a sale in 
Nebraska that had what some consider one of the most 
perfect original-paint Harley-Davidsons around, a 1907 
“strap tank.” Many thought he might steal it, but EJ per- 
severed with his bidding and took it home for over 
$140,000, which was considered to be a phenomenal 
price at the time. 


It was at the 1984 McQueen auc- 
tion in Las Vegas where prices start- 
ed going through the roof. Doobie 
Brothers guitarist Pat Simmons 
bought several bikes and comment- 
ed that this auction was a game 
changer. His prediction proved to be 
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1907 Harley-Davidson Strap-Tank 


191 7 Henderson Four Steve McQueen 


1912 Harley-Davidson Model 8 A Twin 
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Mr. Cole poses with 
the rare Flying Merkel 
offered at the auction. 


true as collectible motorcycle prices began to spiral 
upwards. Were they to continue in this direction? Would 
this prove to be a great sense of market timing by an 80- 
year-old man in a world where investors and gold chain- 
ers fought for collectibles? Would this be a time when 
museums would pile in to flesh-out their collections? 
Could this be a time to witness a brief sighting of some 
of the most iconic American motorcycles 
known before they were dragged back into 
hiding? All of the above proved to be true. 

The EJ Cole Collection auction presented 
a very broad picture of American motorcycle 
history and some of its unique forms. 

Boardtrack racing started in America in the 
early 20th century. It later evolved into dirt 
track racing. EJ’s Cyclone and Elying Merkel 
were considered the creme de la creme of 
this genre. Another unique sport in the US 
was hillclimbing. In the late 1920s and early 
’30s, the big manufacturers focused their 
research on the engines for these bikes. The 
advent of the OHV came from these wars. Hill climbing 
was “the sport” of the ’30s. Excelsior, Harley-Davidson, 
and Indian threw their expertise into these machines. 

All these factories were represented at the 2015 Cole 
Collection auction. In the post- World War II era, dirt 
tracking began to reign supreme. Harley KRs and WRs 
from this era were included at this year’s auction, with 
even a new Harley-Davidson XR to round it out. There 
were many Cannonball participants present and in 
search of a pre-19l6 ride for the 20l6 event. Numerous 
bikes were excellent candidates for the Cannonball Run 
in which riders from all over the world participate in a 
ride that crosses the US, coast to coast. Other bikes 
were carted off to their new owners, soon to be a 


restoration or preservation project, 
later to be proudly displayed on 
stage as being from the EJ Cole 
Collection. I know of one Harley- 
Davidson WR dirt tracker that will 
soon be seen again, sliding on the 
track! A handful of museums were 
also in attendance, acquiring more 
displays for the public to enjoy. 

Whenever you have a large 
number of bikes that have been 
stored away in a time warp, restor- 
ers are given an opportunity to 
see untouched examples. 

Numerous people were taking 
pictures over, under, sideways, and 
down to figure out stripe and decal 
placements. Suddenly history is on 
display for the world to see. As a 
famous writer once said, “Time 
reveals all.” Motorcyclists are very 
social people, and auctions like 
these become social events even 
if you aren’t there to bid. Different 
organizations use this as a venue 
to get together. One restaurant had 
a reservation for 58 Cannonballers! 
There were several writers present 
who are marque specialists; they 
view collections coming forth like 
this as an archeologist views a 
fresh excavation. Suddenly they 
have before them metal that’s 
seeing the light of day for the first 



time in 50 years. In reality, it could 
have been closer to 80 years, since 
EJ was doing his own excavations 
and then locking them away again 
in Texas. Then there was the nos- 
talgia crowd. You often heard, “I 
sold mine when I shipped out in 
the Navy” or “I had to sell mine 
when I got married” ... or divorced 
or had kids. Some were looking to 
recapture their youth or just to 
reminisce about this excellent cross 
section of Americana on view at 
the EJ Cole Collection auction. A# 
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SALTON SEA, SLAB CITY & OCQTILLQ WELLS, CALIFORNIA 





eal adventure on real dirt bikes.That’s what we were looking ton true 
lightweight adventure. My travel companion Mike Calabro (and your 
photographer for the afternoon) has thousands of miles of experience 
from crossing the American West on Route 66 to tackling the Alaska 
Highway through western Canada, along with long-distance ATV trips in 
exotic locales like South Africa and Bolivia. My adventures have mostly 
taken place on asphalt and included hotels. So while we have both experienced the terror 
(and boredom) of taking an overweight touring behemoth (slowly) down a gravel road, 
we never had the chance to rip it up on a lightweight dual-sport machine. 
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Sure, most would opt for the 
middle of the road and take an 
adventure -tourer, but as recent grad- 
uates of MotoVentures’ fine off-road 
course — where we trained on 450- 
class off-road machines — we wanted 
to stick to bikes a little closer to the 
machines we’d just mastered before 
moving on to something with twice 
as much weight and horsepower. 

So, we loaded up a pair of old- 
school dual-sports: a nimble Suzuki 
DR-2400S and the legendary Honda 



XR 65 OL. Our destination? Salton 
Sea. We wanted something exot- 
ic, adventurous, and different 
than a day ride from the city 
(there’s a slew of awesome trails 
through the local mountains), 
but not so far that we’d test the 
limits of small tanks and our 
backsides. The area around the 
sea offers enough fun riding and 
interesting sights, and at just under 
200 miles, it wasn’t going to break us 
. . . we thought. 

Sometimes freedom is free. We had a fabulous plan: 
head out early, take as little superslab (interstate) as pos- 
sible, and ride through a series of off-the-grid back roads 
to Ocotillo Wells on the west side of the sea. The plan 
was doomed from the start: getting out of LA late, stop- 
ping for far too long to adjust payloads, and limp around 
on sore butts. We ended up taking all highway, all day, 
and still getting to Ocotillo Wells SVRA (State Vehicular 
Recreation Area) well after dark. 

Note to other dual-sport riders who want to go 
adventuring: invest in an aftermarket seat. 

When I say “adjusting payloads,” that was mostly me. 
Mike comes from an adventuring background with 
shoots for Field & Stream magazine, going miles into the 
backcountry and roughing it for weeks on end where 
every ounce counts. His gear reflects this. Every piece in 
his kit outperformed mine and took up half as much 
space. I’m a product of camping trips taken in cars and 
on touring bikes. Since I had far more crap, I claimed 
the XR as my mount (though we traded on occasion) 
and piled my gear high. All of Mike’s fit into a single 
bag strapped across the seat of the DR-2. The downside 
for him was riding a bike that is nervous at California 
freeway speeds and comes equipped with a seat with 
the looks and comfort of a two-by-four. For contrast, the 
Honda isn’t half bad with a slightly wider perch, a more 
relaxed riding position, and more stability and power. 

We chose our camping spots based on one big factor: 
not costing a cent. But that isn’t the only thing the SVRA 
has going for it: it also features miles of open desert rid- 
ing, sand washes, and rocky hills. Pointing our meager 
headlights into the park’s north side (you can just roll in 
from any of the roads that border it) in near perfect 
darkness, but seeing groups of riders and buggy drivers 
ripping around, casting wild shadows with their own 
headlights, it dawned on us that we’d need to find a safe 
spot to camp. It wasn’t crowded exactly, but most direc- 
tions we pointed our beams at had RVs and toy-haulers 
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were parked. With just a tent and a couple of bikes, 
there was a real danger of getting run over at night. 
There were also storms threatening, so the flatlands and 
washes seemed foolish, especially for two guys in a tent. 
Plus, it seemed rude to nuzzle up to a RV’s flank while 
people could be sleeping and pitch our tent, so we went 
looking for alternatives. 

After about an hour of searching, we found the per- 
fect spot on the cliff above a fork in a sand wash. It has 
good drainage and no approach on three sides, so for 
extra safety, we parked the bikes blocking the only 
remaining way for others to run us down. The only flaw 
in our plan is that people love making midnight (and far 
later) runs down the washes only a few yards from our 
resting place. Dangerous? Not really. Annoying? Kinda. 

Mike’s superior (smaller, lighter, warmer, more com- 
fortable) sleeping pad and bag had him up and out early 
our second day. Between shivering, a constant (irra- 
tional) fear of being run over, and aching bones on the 
hard ground, I was bleary-eyed and in serious need of 
coffee. Luckily, he’d already scored some. As I stared out 
into the blinding light of a desert morning, Mike and the 
DR-2 were across the wash at a toy-hauler talking to the 
presumed owner. Holding up a cup of hot joe! 

“So you two guys are just in a tent?” 

I almost blurted out “#nohomo!” but I couldn’t decide 
whether to say “pound” or “hashtag.” It turns out it was 
not that we were snuggled up together for warmth (don’t 
judge, it’s cold in the desert at night), but rather that we’d 
actually come here on motorcycles. That’s what shocked 
him. Taking a good look in the light of day (and through 
the rest of the day), we noticed exactly zero tents stand- 
ing alone with no vehicles parked next to them. I’m not 
sure we saw another tent, at all anywhere; it was all 
motor homes, trailers, and pickup trucks. 

Riding around Ocotillo, we found the tradeoffs in the 
two machines we brought. The Suzuki is a superior off- 
road machine, nimble, and fun, but comfortable for 


about six seconds on the highway. 
But so much fun on the trail. The 
Honda is better on the open road, 
but by no means good, and much 
the same on trails. It’s not really 
good (or bad) at anything. 

The big advantage of dual-sport 
bikes here in Ocotillo is that you can 
go where nobody else can: out of the 
park and onto trails for licensed 
vehicles. Not that we did. We spent 
the whole day exploring within the 
bounds of the SVRA knowing that we 
could take off at just about any road 
but never actually amning into any. 

We explored trails, found some jumps, 
and found a muddy hilltop spring that 
serves as a gathering point for the 
motorcycle, ATV, and buggy ists that 
inhabit this little patch of sand. 

Even in this gathering of equals, 
we were out of place. While there 
were other motorcycles among the 
four-wheeled contraptions, they sport- 
ed loud aftermarket exhausts com- 
pared to our stock pipes. We were in 
sedate, sensible, weatherproof touring 
gear in a sea of flashy MX jerseys and 
wrestling T-shirts. While fun, we’d 
explored all we could here in the rel- 
ative safety of the park (any harm that 
could come to you here is probably 
self-inflicted). We needed to hit the 
road for adventure. 

Thanks to a giant “Whoops!” of 
an irrigation error in 1905, the 
Colorado River burst its banks near 
the Mexican border and flowed into 
what was then known as the Salton 
Sink for over a year. Other than the 
salt works that were submerged, 
people liked having an inland sea in 
the middle of the desert. They even 
built resort towns around it and tried 
to make it a destination. As years 
went by, the salinity crept up until it 
started to stink, fish and birds started 
dying off in droves, and algae 
blooms were being born from the 
agricultural runoff that now 
recharges the lake. All of this made 
the place pretty inhospitable. It was 
bad for business and bad for your 
health. But post-apocalyptic waste- 
lands are great for photography and 
dual-sport bikes, so we headed that 
way after we were done playing and 
resting at Ocotillo. 

Surrounding the sea are towns 
like Salton City, Bombay Beach, 
Desert Shores, and more that are 
more than a little underinhabited. 
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Need a hot nutrient 
mask? These mud pot 
volcanoes bubble up at 
the intersection of 
Schrimpf and Wister 
— both dirt roads — 
in Calipatria, CA 


Salvation Mountain is 
the colorful gateway 
to the nomad 
encampment of Slab 
City. Bring paint and 
you’ll make the 
caretakers very happy. 


Between burned-out and falling-down houses are brave 
homesteaders clinging to life here on the edge of socie- 
ty. It may not be clean living, but it’s cheap. There are 
both flooded-out, dead parts of these towns as well as 
docks far from the shore. In Bombay Beach, there are 
both a convenience store and a bar with dogs sitting on 
nearby roofs. 

There is more to the place than feeling like the world 
outside has ended. At the Salton Sea State Recreation 
Area, there are a nice row of picnic tables and a beach 
entirely made up of prehistoric shellfish fossils from back 
when the Sea of Cortez (now the Gulf of California) 
came this far north. There is also, hidden near the Wister 
unit’s Imperial Wildlife Area bird refuge at the southeast 
corner of the sea (at Wister and Schrimpf), a hot mud 
volcano. I’m guessing local geothermal activity would 
make the mud volcano an actual hot spring if it weren’t 
for all the lake- and river-bottom silt in the area. But as 
it is, it’s an off-the-grid curiosity. Most vehicles are forced 
to park on the street, but we could ride right up to the 
unregulated attraction. Naturally, the same can be said 
for all of the bombed-out places we investigated earlier. 
Also, in case any of the natives got restless, the bikes 
provided a means for a speedy getaway. 

In the time the sea has been here, which is just over 
a century, seabirds have adjusted their migration patterns 
to take it in, so it’s not that unusual to see formations of 

things like pelicans that 
look like they should be 
nowhere near here. After 
our day exploring, we 
ended up on the east side 
of the sea, which was just 
fine by Mike, who really 
wanted to pay a visit to 
Slab City and Salvation 
Mountain. 

Our final destination 
was Slab City. The Slabs 
are an unusual place, 
built on the ruins of an 


old US Marine Corps base. It’s basi- 
cally a squatter camp right here in 
the good of US of A. It contains a 
motley mix of off-the-grid RVers, 
druggies, outcasts, artists, Jesus 
freaks, and doomsday preppers, 
bound together in a fairly tight-knit 
community. 

Though Mike is Jewish, he has 
some sort of (un-?)holy attraction to 
Salvation Mountain, an adobe and 
wood creation of Leonard Knight. 

It’s colorful, it’s surreal, and it’s cov- 
ered in reminders that Jesus loves 
you. While Leonard’s creation is 
splendid and a fitting entrance to 
Slab City, Leonard has gone on to 
meet his maker. We had the oppor- 
tunity to meet him a few years ago, 
and he was (as you might guess 
from his huge, whimsical creation) 
a wonderful, creative guy. 

Mike’s past as a freight train- 
hopping teen means he has a natu- 
ral affinity for places like Slab City. 
Our shared past as skateboarders 
made us gravitate to the skate park. 
Naturally, the skate park is a former 
swimming pool (what else?) that’s 
been modified a bit for more fun. 
Though neither of us had brought 
a board, we were eager to give it 
a shot. Sadly, a storm had come 
through recently, and the all- 
volunteer staff (they’re the skate 
park staff because they camp on the 
slab next to it) hadn’t had a chance 
to clean it out. We helped out for a 
bit, but it was clear that we weren’t 
going to get it done in one evening. 

We would have kept going, but 
while we were hanging out, a 
tragedy surfaced. One of the guys 
who stayed in the skate park trailer 
hadn’t been seen for a couple of 
days, so we were offered his squat. 
Apparently, there’s a subterranean 
hot spring near the entrance to the 
city. His body was found there as 
we hung out at the pool talking. 
Cops were called, stashes were hid- 
den, the band would go on late . . . 
but despite the frenzy, you got the 
feeling that it was just another day 
in the Slabs. Mike had to convince 
me to stay instead of riding all night 
to get back to my own bed 200 
miles away. But live bands, new 
sketchy friends, and a spirit of 
adventure swayed me. Along with 
putting off 200 miles in the saddle 
of a dual-sport. 
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MOTO CULTURE GIANCARLO CECCHINI 


THE VETERAN 


MEMOIRS OF A RACING MECHANIC 




ith 50 years in the Grand Prix world championship, Giancarlo Cecchini is one 
of the most experienced mechanics currently active on the MotoGP circuit. 
He’s won eight titles and worked with Jarno Saarinen, Renzo “Paso” Pasolini, 
Tarquinio Provini, and Kelvin “Kel” Carruthers, among others. 

when the citizens of Pesaro, Italy, 
were awoken at 4 am by a tremendous 
and repetitive roar, they knew that was 
Giancarlo Cecchini heating up the engine of the 
250 prototype in front of the Benelli racing 
department. And they didn’t protest because the 
company employed the members of several 
local families, and was something of which the 
whole country was proud. In the 1960s, Benelli’s 
racing achievements were considered with a 
mixture of patriotic and romantic feelings. 

Cecchini recollects, “Crowds of people 
followed us when our rider Renzo Pasolini 
was fighting against Giacomo Agostini and 
the iBenelli Motobi] MV in the so-called 
Moto Temporada, a series of road races that 
took place in the main cities of the Adriatic coast. 

Like Rimini, Milano Marittima, Cervia, and Riccione. 

“Over 100,000 spectators attended the events. It was 
on the mouth of everybody, even grandmas chatted 
about Ago against Paso.” 

At that time, the activity of the Benelli team was hectic. 

“In the mid-1960s, it happened that we went to Monza for 
the Friday and Saturday practices. Then we packed up 
everything, returned to Pesaro, checked the engines in the 
racing department, and reached Monza in time for the start 
of the Sunday race. Barely sleeping,” he adds. “In that era, 
every part of the motorcycle was literally hand-made, and 
a lot of skills were required in order to create a competi- 
tive prototype. Today is different. It is often the computer 
that tells you what to do. Back then, you had to test every 
single change and understand if it was an improvement or 
not. The job was very demanding.” 

But nobody complained. Not even in the team. 

Because being part of the Benelli racing department was 
considered better than working as a sound engineer or a 
roadie for the Beatles or the Rolling Stones. Cecchini had 
that clear in his mind since he was a young man and 
managed to enter Motobi. It were there where he met 
his first mentor, Primo Zanzani, who was considered the 


wizard of the four-stroke 250cc sin- 
gle engine, which showed its com- 
petitiveness in races all around Italy. 
“I was l6 years old and was working 
in a company that created gear- 
wheels for Motobi. Our workshop 
was very close to iMotobi’s] factory, 
so I used to deliver the parts with a 
pushcart. One day, I simply met the 
boss and asked him if they were 
interested in hiring me because I 
was fascinated by the people who 
worked in the racing environment. 
He said ‘Yes.’ And that’s how it all 
began. It was 1956.” 

Motobi had been established in 
1949 due to a series of disagree- 
ments within the Benelli family, 
from which one of the owners had 
decided to split in order to create 
his own business. In ’62, the compa- 
ny was absorbed by Benelli, and 
Cecchini ended up working in the 
racing department, preparing the 


38 July/August 2015 Motorcycle 


T heMotorcycleMag.com 



by Jeffrey Zani 



T heMotorcycleMag.com 


Motorcycle July/August 2015 39 


MOTO CULTURE GIANCARLO CECCHINI 


250, 350, and 500cc in line four cylinder bikes. He 
worked side by side with rider Tarquinio Provini. 
Cecchini remembers Provini as “a very meticulous rider. 
Sometimes maybe too picky since he asked us to make 
tons of adjustments and was never satisfied.” 

After Provini’s crash at the Isle of Man Tourist Trophy 
(TT) in 1966, which forced him to retire, Benelli hired 
Renzo Pasolini, with whom Cecchini developed a tight and 
friendly relationship. “He was like a brother to me,” says 
the mechanic. “He was very sincere and spontaneous. His 
riding style was really instinctive. I remember that when we 
raced in Ithe Netherlands TT Circuit] Assen, his only request 
was to change the position of the engine in the chassis to 
make it higher because it touched the ground in almost 
every bend.” Cecchini also remembers Renzo as a fair per- 
son who never complained about the team. “If there was 
an oil stain on his boot, for example, he simply thid it 
from] the journalists. Nowadays, it seems that some riders 
can’t wait to have an excuse to justify their bad results and 
show that the motorcycle doesn’t work well. It’s another 
world. But now it is well organized, if compared to the old 
Continental Circus, which was made of improvisation. One 
year, we left Pesaro and headed to the Isle of Man for the 
TT, without stopping for a nap or anything. Due to the fog, 
when we were in the UK, we got lost. And we had no clue 
about where the car that was following us, with the owner 
and another member of the staff, was. They had the 
pounds Isterling] and the map, we had nothing. We 
stopped at a gas station and refilled the van. Not having 
any valid money, we showed our Italian lire. But the man 
at the gas station got angry and tried to reach for his gun. 
We ran away, but later, I fell asleep and crashed against a 
pole, where I injured my foot. I still feel pain, sometimes.” 

Pasolini was fast, but also unlucky and impetuous. He 
often crashed, and in 1969, after he injured his shoulder in 
Hockenheim, Germany, the team temporarily replaced him 
with Australian rider Kel Carruthers, who ended up win- 
ning the 250 championship. “That success was a big thing 
for us, but I particularly remember the feeling of winning 
the TT. Being first at the Isle of Man was maybe more spe- 
cial than winning the championship. When we came 
home, with the trophy in our hands, the Benelli owners 
treated us like heroes. And so did Pesaro’s citizens.” 

Cecchini also had strong feelings at the end of 1972 
when Finnish rider Jarno Saarinen, who had won the 250 
championship that year with a private Yamaha, agreed to a 
one-off race with a factory Benelli. “We tested in Modena, 
Italy, only once, and Jarno just asked me to adjust the han- 
dlebars,” Cecchini remembers. In Villa Fastiggi, a road race 
in Pesaro, Saarinen defeated Giacomo Agostini and his 
Benelli Motobi MV in both the 350 and 500 classes. “He 
was very kind and polite, very focused on what he was 
doing, a real pro,” says the mechanic. 

One year later, Cecchini faced a big change. He 
switched from Benelli to Morbidelli, leaving a big team 


that developed four-stroke engines to 
join a small and “family-style” group 
lead by the owner of a woodworking 
machinery factory. For Morbidelli, 
motorcycle racing was no more than 
a hobby. The Morbidelli team built 
and developed two-stroke engines 
under the direction of German engi- 
neer Jorg Moeller and won two 
world championships in the 125 class 
in 1975 and ’76, with Italian riders 
Paolo Piled and Pier Paolo Bianchi. 
“Moeller, after the second title, decid- 
ed to leave us and join Minarelli,” 
says Cecchini. “The word in the 
paddock was that without him, 
we were not even able to start the 
engines. Well, in 1977, we won two 
world titles in the 125 and 250 class- 
es, with Bianchi and Mario Lega.” 

At the end of the year, Cecchini 
left the team and accepted an offer 
from Benelli Armi in Pesaro, called 
the MBA factory (Morbidelli-Benelli- 
Armi). He worked there for three 
years, winning another two titles 
in the 125 class before taking on 
a new adventure with Sanvenero, 
a project led by another Italian 
businessman who loved motorcycle 
racing, but didn’t get close to 
Morbidelli’s results. The following 
job was at Cagiva, before Cecchini’s 
decision to establish his own team, 
participating in the minor classes 
of the world championship. 

The next title arrived in 2004 
when a young Andrea Dovizioso, cur- 
rently a factory rider in the MotoGP 
for Ducati, put himself in good light 
before moving to higher categories. 
The creation of the Moto3 class in 
place of the 125, which now sees 
Cecchini working with his son in part- 
nership with Honda, brought him 
back to four-stroke engines. But with 
a lot of changes. Cecchini now works 
on 250cc single engines capable of 
more than 50 hp, featuring electronics 
and placed in aluminum delta-box 
frames. Something that was not even 
imaginable in the mid-1960s. And 
now, due to exhaust restrictions, he 
no longer disturbs anybody’s sleep. 
Not even at 4 am. ju 
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2000 KAWASAKI ZRX-IOR CUSTOM 


IN IHE SHRIT 
OF THE HESS. 


SHAFFER’S MAD TWIN-TURBO 



; s Editor Steve tells it, ‘All the cool kids 
. used to hang out at the Hess gas sta- 
tion during Bike Week in Daytona.” 
The Hess wasn’t so much a place for 
■ choppers, baggers, barhoppers, or 
bobbers. Instead, it was a place 
. where the fast (and we do mean 
' Fast) sportbike crowd would turn 
up. (And believe it or not, there are plenty of them in Daytona Beach 
during Bike Week — you just have to find them.) There were times 
during Bike Week when the Hess station was virtually shut down by 
the magnitude of machines that literally blocked the pumps. 


The crowd wasn’t exactly filled with hooligans only, 
though. Plenty of bigwigs, executives, and industry heads 
were on the scene, too. Truth is, if you were into fast 
motorcycles, the Hess was the place to be. 

The cops would regularly roll in and clear out the Hess. 
But as soon as they were gone, the place would fill up 
once again. Around back was another parking lot where 
the deals were made for, ahem, “clandestine acceleration 
contests.” Some of the stakes were high. To play, you had 
to be fast. And to quote Steve again: “It was off the hook.” 

A few years back, one motorcycle rolled in, and pret- 
ty much stopped the place cold. It was, for all intents 
and purposes, a barely legal Kawasaki dragbike with a 
license plate. The guy riding it (and the guy who built it) 
was Mark Shaffer. The same Mark Shaffer who built the 
twin -turbo 2RX spread out in the pages in front of you. 

The old Kawasaki that Mark rode into the Hess station 
is gone. In fact, the Hess isn’t there anymore, either. But 
our pal Mark is still home brewing incredible Kawasaki 
hot rods. This machine is one of his best. 

Mark started with a premium stock 2005 2X-10 motor. 
It comes from a wreck that he parted out. As the story 
goes, he also came across a pretty nice, low-mileage Y2K 
2RX. That’s when the gears started to roll in Mr. Shaffer’s 
head: “What iP” You guessed it. Mark (who is an accom- 
plished fabricator, by the way) did the test-fit of the parts. 
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2000 KAWASAKI ZRX-IOR CUSTOM 



and somehow the liber-hybrid came together. Essentially, 
the package adds a bunch of grunt along with an extra 
gear to the 2RX. However, the intrepid Mr. Shaffer wasn’t 
quite done yet. To Mark at least, the machine needed 
some extra steam. That’s where the idea for not one, but 
two Garrett GT15 turbochargers enters the equation. 
Armed with a big box of stainless steel bends, Mark fired 
up his Heliarc (once again) and went to town home- 
brewing a turbo setup for the Hybrid 2RX. In the 
process, he fabricated the turbo plumbing, a very slick 
airbox, and an equally slick shorty exhaust setup. 

Now while this all sounds simple enough, the engine 
and transmission mount were a five-way affair. It required 
a lot of head scratching to get right. Ditto with packaging 
the turbos and the airbox. Even seemingly simple things 
such as a Pingel fuel valve required reworking (the mount 
location had to be changed). And we’re not even coming 
close to talking about the wiring. Eor this application, Mark 
wisely stuck to the wiring harness designed for the fuel- 


injected engine. He laid out the har- 
ness adjacent to the appropriate com- 
ponent location on the motorcycle. 
Erom there, he cut, soldered, and 
shrink-tubed his way to building a 
tidy, proper harness for his conver- 
sion machine. Like most stock 
machines, the nerve center for the 
electricals is under the seat. 

Eair enough, but Mark wasn’t 
close to being done. Case in point: 
the beast obviously requires a honk- 
ing radiator, but there’s precious 
little room up front. It’s currently 
mounted (complete with a pair of 
electric fans) just ahead of the back 
wheel. On the nose, Mark’s “ZRX- 
IOR” wears the complete front end 
from the 2X-10. The top clamp was 
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machined to accept a set of fat dirt 
bike bars, and pretty much every 
mounting component for the 2RX 
fairing had to be modified to fit the 
new front end. Mark fabbed up a 




dash insert that accepts the stock 
2X-10 electronic cluster, and it’s aug- 
mented by the all-important boost 
gauge. The hand controls and asso- 
ciated switch gear were also canni- 


Clockwise from Top LeftThe ZRX-IOR has a drag 
stance with extended swingarm. Upsidedown forks 
lead the way. Instrument cluster includes 
obligatory boost gauge. Aftermarket billet 
parts round out the bars. 
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balized from the 2X-10. 


Out back, Mark tossed the dual-shock 2RX 
swingarm, replacing it with a 6" -over, stretched piece 
from a Hayabusa. To make the monoshock swingarm 
from the big Suzook work, Mark adapted a bunch of 
parts (including the shock) from a Kawasaki 2X-12. 

That meant the TIG welder had to 



come out again. The wheels and 
brakes are from the 2X-10. 
Currently, the tires are basic Shinko 
skins. But the back one doesn’t last 
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too long! The front tire is wrapped 
with a stock 2X-10 fender while the 
back hugger is a carbon fiber job 
that Mark fabricated. 

When it came to details, Mark 
had 35 different pieces powder- 
coated by his pal (and sometimes 
helper) Mike Carstens. As it turns 
out, Mike is also a fabricator/wrench 
and started All Out Powder Coating 
in nearby Port Charlotte, Florida, to 
fill a void in the marketplace. The 
paint job was handled by another 
local ace, Brian Boans, who owns 
Devils Candy Customs. Here, the 
scheme is based upon House of 
Kolor Tangerine with a black stripe 
and gold accent striping. Mark thinks 
the hot rod look works perfectly 
with the theme. We agree. 

As of this writing, Mark is still in 
the process of sorting out the tuning. 
On the dyno, he only got up to 40 
percent throttle because of boost 
issues. (It was going up too quickly, 
and in deference to the stock 2X-10 
engine internals, he stopped the 
pull.) But even at that point, let’s 
just say the needle was in excess of 
170 rear- wheel horsepower. On the 
street, the machine is pretty much 
insane. Once sorted, you can only 
imagine how much power this thing 
will lay down at the back wheel. 

While Mark’s Hybrid 2RX10R is a 
“go-er,” it’s also a “show-er.” At 
Daytona, the beast dragged home a 
Best In Class along with a Best In 
Show. But the real deal here is, 
while the Hess is gone, the spirit 
lives on. This is one mad, mad 
motorcycle. And, yes, just like the 
action at the old Hess, it’s off the 
hook, too! lU 


REAR SUSPENSION ZX-[2 rpsfio^taek 
FRONT WH EEL 2005 Kiwasaki ZX- 1 0 
REAR WHEEL 2005 ZX-lO 

FRONT Tt RE SHNtQ laVKER-IT’ 
REARTlREShNifl 20&‘SQZR^I7' 

FRONT RRAKES ZX- 1 0 fcur-pfStm calpet'^ 

REAR RRAKE 

FRONT FENDER ZX- ID 

REAR FENDER PahncAtd by Hark 

FUEL TANK KawAuki 2RX, iwwdified by HaA Shaft# 
HAN DLEB ARS Dirt bike bei; nwaifAd by Haj1< Stail# 
HAND CONTROLS kaw&akiZX- 10 
FOOT CONTROLS ZRX,rncidii«d by Hutk 

Stiff# 

TAG BRACKET Fi^iciied by Hark Shal^ 
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Chromo wjth Chromo Tip 1966'21>1S 



100% MADE IN USA 

**■** + ***■****** + *** + 




RADICAL RADIUS 

FEATURES & BENEFITS 

* FITS ALL SPORTSTER XL MODELS 1986-2015 

* Designed with crossover channber 

* Headpif^es increase 1-3/4" to 2-1/8" for anti-r&versSon, 
full range torque & horsepower 

* One-piece {2201 SLUE- PROOF heatshields 
{offered in chrome or ceramic bfack} 

* Available with CHROME OR BLACK end caps 

* 02 bungs & plugs provided 

* Removable baffles [optioriai quiet baffles) 

* Fits mid & forward controls 

* Also available for Dyna, Softail, S Touring models 

* American made with 100% US steel! 

ti a regiatafad tradema/tr Haday-Oavitfaoft Motor Co/rpa/iy 
tifpr ftif Cisfr (jn w pof/^ithfT 4^ontrvJhtt iTYotori^ydd 


Chrvin? with Black tip 19SS-2016 


Black with Black Tip 


UKB US 01^ 


facebook 




WWW.FREEDOMFERFORM.COM 


( 310 ) 324-0415 


FEEL THE POWER OF FREEDOM 




MOTO CULTURE AMELIA ISLAND 2015 CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE 


THE UNIQUE 
& BEAUTIFUL 

Antique Racing Machines All In One Place 



he Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance, widely considered one of the most 
important gatherings of antique and historic racing machines in the world, 
has certainly earned the right to take itself seriously. What makes it so much 
fun is that it doesn’t. (To be fain this is mostly because of Bill Warner; the guy 
who started this deal 20 years ago, whose humor is coming through loud 
and clear — more on that later) Held on the last Sunday of Daytona Bike 
Week, about two hours north of the International Speedway, it’s a perfect 
stop for those not shaking off “last night of vacation’’ hangovers and with 
some time to kill before heading back to nasty weather 


Below: It's not all cars 
at the Amelia — six 
decades of Daytona 
racing history were 
well-represented. 

Right The Italian Parilla 
Twin Cam Special 250 
Factory Racer entered 
by Jim and Sharon 
Dillard was an “Amelia 
Award” winner. 


What Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance does take 
seriously, though, is motorcycles, and it has from the 
start, something we can trace straight to long-time motor- 
cycle guy John Duss (another founding member). These 
days, now that “important” bikes have gone past what 
the car guys think of as “watch money,” most of the big 
car concours have a motorcycle class. But this was radi- 
cal thinking in 1996. So that’s why for the Amelia Island 
2015 Concours d’Elegance, 15 special Daytona racing 
machines had been invited from all across America, and 
were sitting on the Amelia Island Ritz-Carlton golf course 
fairway looking like mean, little, go-fast jelly beans. The 
class these vehicles were gathered for was called Bikes 
That Raced On The Banks, and the famous names let- 



tered on these beauties include 
those of Dick Mann, Jarno Saarinen, 
Cal Rayborn, Butler and Smith, 
Britten, Harley-Davidson, Ducati, 
Vincent, Matchless, BMW, Yamaha, 
Parilla, and more — close to 60 
years’ worth of Daytona racing 
history well represented. 

In order to win, the antique rac- 
ing machines have to run. All of 
these bikes have come from private 
collections and museums; some 
have literally spent years parked in 
glass boxes. The Vincent started for 
the first time in 17 years right there 
on the grass. One by one, the bikes 
were mounted on battery-powered 
rollers, and the crowd was treated 
to noises that ranged from the 
sophisticated (the Ducati 750 SS and 
the Britten), melodiously angry (the 
Vincent), to the famous smoke- 
accompanied shriek of the two- 
stroke Yamaha T2750. It was inter- 
esting because even if you thought 
you knew what each vehicle was 
going to sound like, these are liter- 
ally the cream of the crop of each 
model, and one after another, they 
exceeded expectations, all of which 
just made it harder on the judges. 
Indy 500 winner Danny Sullivan was 
one of them, and as a first-time 
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From top to bottom: 1 948 Stanguellini 1 1 00 Mille Miglia racer and early 
’40’s Packard convertible. 

A well-known sight at Daytona for many years, this iconic Ducati 750SS, now 
owned by Jim and Sharon Dillard, won Best In Class. 

Amelia judge DaleWalksler and Brian Slark of the Barber Vintage 
Motorsports Museum discuss eventual "Wind In Your Face" winner, the 
mechanically elegant 1 996 Britten V 1 000. 

Entrant Somer Hooker shows judges Dale Walksler and Danny Sullivan the 
unusual original bill of sale for his 1 952 Vincent Black Shadow "Special" 
(foreground) showing the custom race specific upgrades, impressing them 
enough to give it an Amelia Award. 



judge, it was clearly not an easy task. “How do you 
choose?” he asked me. The answer was simpler than 
you might think, so I gave him one he could work with: 
“You eliminate the ones that don’t start, look carefully 
over the rest, and then pick the one that stirs your soul 
the most.” 

The big prize was the Wind In Your Face award, a 
beautiful sculpture of a Crocker motor with wings, 
done in stainless steel. Its basis is the most elegant 
motorcycle, some- 
thing race bikes 
aren’t particularly 
known for. But the 
judges, after looking 
over the held, 
thought that the 
Britten, brought from 
Leeds, Alabama, by 
the Barber Vintage 
Motorsports Museum, 
was “mechanically 
elegant” and gave it the trophy. Winning machines here 
have to be ridden or driven to the podium, and so the 
Britten, on ancient race tires, was very carefully ridden 
across the slick grass. (A few years back, one of the 
motorcycles went down on wet grass on the way to the 
the trophy presentation, which is a legend that haunts 
all entrants like a ghost story told to teenaged campers 
in the dark of night.) 

Of course, most of the entries have four wheels. 
This year. Sir Stirling Moss returned as the grand mar- 
shal, and the class with 26 of his race cars was spectac- 
ular. The featured brand varies each year from Porsche 
to Stutz, woodies to World’s Fair and Futurama cars, so 
no one was surprised at what he might see. That’s 
always the case except for the class designed to sur- 
prise — the one Bill Warner comes up with yearly, and 
is always a crowd favorite. At the event two years ago, 
it was the aptly named What Were They Thinking? The 
crazy lineup of off-the-wall entries was nothing short of 
a rogues gallery of bizarre designs. This year, it was 
Cars Of The Cowboys, and that’s how the Barber 
Museum’s Britten found itself next to a 1948 Chrysler 
Town and Country convertible with a full cow’s head, 
including 6' of horns, mounted on the grille. Now 
there’s something you don’t see every day. JLf 
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YOUR JOURNEY 


KEEPS YOU CHASING DOWN THE NEXT THRILL 


2015 GOLD WING VALKYRIE 


STRIPPED DOWN TO 1832cc OF FLAT-SIX POWER. The Valkyrie takes 40 years of 
Gold Wing legacy and gives it a hot rod soul. Boasting a low center of gravity and a 
sportbike-inspired chassis, the Valkyrie delivers responsive handling that’s ideal for 
the city but never wants to stop there. And neither will you. / j,/ . 


Valkyrie.Honda.com 


BE A RESPONSIBLE RIDER.ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION & PROTECTIVE CLOTHING. NEVER RIDE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL. AND NEVER USE THE STREETAS A RACETRACK. 
YOUR OWNER’S MANUAL THOROUGHLY. Gold Wing* and Valkyrie* are registered trademarks ot Honda Motor Co., Ltd. ©201 5 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. (4/1 5) 


OBEYTHE LAW AND READ 
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2015 STAR BOLTC-SPEC! 



■tiding alongside cruisers und clussics 
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2015 STAR BOLTC-SPEC! 




A 


i 


t a time when cafe racer-esque style 
cues are continuing to gain mass 
appeal within the custom motorcycle 
community Star Motorcycles has 
developed the C-Spec, a homage 
to the cafe racer developed from 
its best-selling cruiser platform, the 
Bolt. As evidenced by the custom builder competition that intro- 
duced the Bolt to Star’s 2014 lineup (Jan/Feb 20 1 4), the basic cruis- 
er platform was ripe for customization. Since the Bolt’s introduc- 
tion, Yamaha has expanded its parts and accessories line to 




accommodate personalization of the motorcycle to suit 
a variety of customer aesthetics. The latest version, the 
C-Spec, is no exception, as the expanding Yamaha parts 
catalog is almost completely interchangeable across all 
three Bolt models (including the original and R-Spec). 

The Bolt’s engine platform is derived from the same 
942cc (58"), air-cooled, fuel-injected 60-degree V-twin as 
the V Star 950. The Bolt has a five-speed transmission 
and final drive via a 2 1mm- wide carbon fiber core belt. 
Chief differences between the standard Bolt and the 
C-Spec lie in aesthetics, ergonomics, and suspension. 

The C-Spec comes modestly equipped in an effort to 
stay at a competitive price point of $8,690 in the V-twin 
market. Cafe style features of the C-Spec include clip-on 
handlebars at the fork tubes, classic fork boots, and a 
solo seat backed by a cowl streamlined towards the 
rear LED taillight. A passenger seat can be added 
through Yamaha’s accessory line following quick 
removal of the rear seat cowl. The modern twist of 
a blacked-out chassis, engine, and exhaust compo- 
nents with a modicum of chrome is an aesthetically 
pleasing addition to the overall design, which 
contrasts well with the Liquid Silver color option or, 
my personal favorite. Envy Green. 

What makes this model unique is its ability to slip in 
with the V-twin cruiser crowd on weekend jaunts to the 
Rock Store just as easily as an evening ride with the 
local vintage motorcycle club stocked with 1960s- and 
’70s-era BMW R60s and Honda CBs. The aesthetics of 
the C-Spec are not solely for the enjoyment of the cafe 
racer crowd, as the bike caught its share of double takes 
amidst many different genres of motorcycle aficionados. 
Envy Green truly is an appropriate name as is the color. 

Unlike traditional cafe racers of the 1960s, which 
were modeled after Isle of Man race bikes, the ergon om- 
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Alpinestars Stella 
Kerry Tech Denim Jean 

$239.95 • Alpinestars.com 

As a casual-riding pant option for women, the 
Kerry jean offers Kevlar reinforcement in key 
places (seat, hip, and knee) as well as remov- 
able protection in the hip and knee. The regu- 
lar/straight fit has a generous leg and will cover 
a range of body types. Hip protection removal 
is as easy as Velcro; the adjustable-height, 
CE-certified knee protection is located in 
a pocket inside the leg. 


+ Stylish, casual option with easily 
removable protection. 


— Only two adjustment options for knee 
protection placement. 


Racer Gloves USA 
Queens Glove 

$89.95 • RacerGlovesUSA.com 

As a matter of preference, I like long gauntlet 
gloves; on a side note, they help bridge the gap 
that’s left by most jackets not covering the 
entirety of my long arms. The outer shell of 
the Queens is made from supple, black 
goatskin with a Polymax waterproof mem- 
brane; the interior liner is made from cozy, 
pink fleece. Added bonus lacking on most 
gloves: hard-knuckle protection. The design is 
simple, elegant, and goes with everything. 


+ Waterproof, long gauntlet, knuckle 
protection. 


I can only wear them in winter. 


ics of the C-Spec are less drastic. 
With a reach of approximately 29", I 
can almost sit upright while clutch- 
ing the bars. The most comfortable 
position, however, is with my upper 
body drawn slightly forward over 
the tank. The C-Spec’s footpegs have 
been adjusted higher (1-1/4") and 
more rearward (5.9") than the origi- 
nal Bolt model. From a comfort 
perspective, my 5' 10" frame and 33" 
inseam would prefer the footpegs 
adjusted slightly more rearward, 
which might have also solved anoth- 
er issue I experienced with the wide 
footpegs. My instinctual foot place- 
ment on the pavement results in the 
continued introduction of my calf to 
the footpeg. 

Lengthening the forks by 9mm 
and dual rear shocks by 6mm and 
raising the ground clearance by 
0.2" increase the total ride height 
(plus 1.6") and lean angle (plus 
4 degrees, 37 degree total) of the 
C-Spec. Suspension travel remains 
the same across all Bolt models at 


4.7" in the telescopic forks and 
2.8" in the rear shocks. 

The faux suede solo seat on the 
C-Spec is flat, tapering toward the 
tank to slightly improve reach. The 
inseam challenged won’t appreciate 
the effort to make flat-footing the 
pavement possible since the seat 
height increased nearly 3" between 
models. 
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With a slightly more forward and aggressive stance, 
tighter suspension, and a greater lean angle comes the 
need for a sportier adjustment of tires to Michelin 
Commander IIs adorning the C-Spec’s sleek, black 
12-spoke cast wheels. Optional upgrades to custom 
40-spoke wheels are available through Yamaha’s parts 
and accessories line. 

The front and rear disc brakes both utilize sportier, 
298mm, wave-type brake rotors and provide ample stop- 
ping power. The front disc brakes are comprised of a 
floating two-piston caliper while the rear is comprised of 
a single-piston caliper. ABS is neither standard nor an 
option on any of the Bolt models, so ease up on over- 
application of the rear brake. 

Hand controls are easily accessible 
though the horn button is smaller than 
I personally like, being a commuter in 
sometimes-perilous LA traffic. A single 
instrument gauge mounted on top of 
the triple clamp provides a digital 
speedometer and trip meter display. 

The C-Spec’s compact design with 
a decrease in total width nicely facili- 
tates lane splitting on traffic-clogged 
California highways. An estimated 
51 mpg for its 3.2-gallon tank means fill-ups about every 
160 miles, but overall, the C-Spec proves to be a good 
commuter. In addition to its commuting benefits. Star’s 
choice in keeping with the V Star 950’s belt drive system 
makes this bike low maintenance. 

Handling and braking are two of the most noticeable 
features of a motorcycle while navigating Los Angeles 
and its inattentive drivers. The distribution of its 542 
pounds (wet weight) across a 6I.8" wheelbase give the 
C-Spec a low center of gravity and a lightweight feel. 
Throttle response and handling are smooth and uncom- 
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LIST PRICE 

$8,690 

ENGINE 

Air-cooled, four- 
stroke V-twin 

VALVETRAIN 

SOHC, four valves 
per cylinder 

DISPLACEMENT 

58" (942cc) 

BORE X STROKE 

85mm x 83mm 

COMPRESSION RATIO 9 0:1 

FUEL SYSTEM 

EFI 

TRANSMISSION 

Five-speed, multi- 
plate 

FINAL DRIVE 

Belt drive 

FRONT SUSPENSION 

Telescopic, 4.7" of 
travel 

REAR SUSPENSION 

Dual shock, 2.8" 
of travel 

FRONTTIRE 

100/90- 19 M/C 

57H 

REAR TIRE 

1 50/80- 1 6M/C 

7IH 

FRONT BRAKE 

298mm wave-type 
disc 

REAR BRAKE 

298mm wave-type 
disc 

OVERALL LENGTH 

90.4" 

WHEELBASE 

6 1 .8" 

RAKE/TRAIL 

29 degrees/5. 1 " 

SEAT HEIGHT 

30. 1 " 

FUEL CAPACITY 

3.2 gallons 

ESTIMAGED MPG 

5 1 mpg 

WET WEIGHT 

542 pounds 

WARRANTY 

One-year limited 
factory warranty 

2015 COLORS 

Envy Green, Flquid 
Silver 


plicated. In terms of braking per- 
formance, I find the Bolt’s stopping 
power more than adequate. Both 
features were nicely showcased by 
the successful performance of an 
emergency-avoidance maneuver in 
response to an abruptly stopped car 
on the freeway. 

Bottom line: the Star Bolt C-Spec 
is a modern, performance-based 
compact cruiser with a cafe twist. Its 
cost-friendly base MSRP of $8,690 
allows for the flexibility in cus- 
tomization, but even when left in 
stock form, the C-Spec is guaranteed 
to turn heads. MS 


58 July/August 2015 Motorcycle 


T heMotorcycleMag.com 



QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 


How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions of 
dollars in our own state-of-the-art 
quality test labs and millions more 
in our factories, so our tools will go 
toe-to-toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for 
a fraction of the price because we 
cut out the middle man and pass 
the savings on to you. It’s just that 
simple! Come visit one of our 
550 Stores Nationwide. 




msm 


LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
I 800-423-2567. 'Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track I 
Club membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, 

I generators, tool storage or carts, welders, floor jacks. Towable Ride-On Trencher, i 

I Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), Predator Gas Power Items, open box items, | 

in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases after 30 days 
I from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon I 

I must be presented. Valid through 11/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ' 

I IllllllUllllllllllllllllllllllflllllllll 



WITH ANY PURCHASE 

3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT I 
NINE LED ALUMINUM | 
FLASHLIGHT | 

LOT 69052 shown ■ 
69111/62522/62573 ■ 



LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at our 
stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
■ be presented. Valid through 11/7/15. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day. 



3 GALLON, 100 . - 
ffimiAL oilless Pancake 
air compressor 





MECHANIC'S GLOVES 
MEDIUM I LARGE I X-LARGE 

LOT 62434 LOT 62433 LOT 62432 
62426 I 62428 I 62429 shown 


lot 95275 shown 
60637/61615 




30", 5 DRAWER 

tool cart 

lot 95272 shown 
69397/61427 


HRRDY 

SAVE YOUR CHOICE! 

60% $399 

mil 1111111111111111111111:111111111. Ill 


7041b. 

Capacity 






rapid pump 

LOW PROFILE 
HEAVY DUTY STEEL 
FLOOR JACK 

LOT 68049/62326/62670 
60688/61282/61253 shown 

$7999 

REG. PRICE $1 69.99 

iiHiiii]Fiiiijiaiiiii[iirjiiiiiiiiiiiu 
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LIMIT 3 • Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

500 lb. Capacity ALUMINUM 

MOTORCYCLE WHEEL 
CLEANING STAND 



3E-I 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other disci 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/7/15. Li " 


SAVE 
40 % 

iiiiiiiiiii.iiiiiiiEiiiiiiiiiiim 


LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer p 


SUPER-WIDE TRI-FOLD 
ALUMINUM LOADING RAMP 

'''fjrtagiif i I 



SAVE 

Weighs 
77 lbs. 



SAVE V 

42% ^ 



1500 WATT DUAL! 
temperature I 
HEATGUNj 
i ^7271112") 

lot 96289 shown 
62340/62546 


700 RUNNING WATTS 
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE 
GAS RECREATIONAL 
GENERATOR 

LOT 66619/60338/62472/69381 shown 


REG. PRICE 

$34.99 

r by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount i LIMIT 3 - Good at 


$9999 

REG. PRICE $179.99 


LIMIT 4 -Good at 0 
or coupon or prior pi 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. * Non-transfei 


)r prior purchai 
:rable. Original 


mit one coupon per customer per day. • Non-transferable. Original coupon n 


100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers 


No Hassle Return Policy 
Lifetime Warranty on ah HandToois 


550 Stores Nationwide 
HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 







MOTO CULTURE STUART PARR COLLECTION: ART OFTHE ITALIAN TWO WHEEL 


NAN AND MACHINE 

CELEBRATION OF AN ERA OF BEAUTIFUL DESIGN 


here was a man outside on the sidewalk in front of a high-end piece of commercial real 
I estate on Madison Avenue in Manhattan. He was dressed in the stylish ease exhibited by 
brunchers on Sundays in the city and he had a gigantic, floppy yellow Labradoodle on a 
leash. No one noticed him until his voice could be heard drifting in through the open front 
doors. “Just my leetle puppy?’’ he intoned. 


His Italian accent pricked up all the ears of the occu- 
pants in the retail space, which just so happens to be the 
temporary home to the Stuart Parr Collection of 1960s 
and ’70s motorcycles: 26 examples of streetbikes from 
Ducati, MV Agusta, Laverda, and Magni. Stuart is show- 
ing the bikes, which he accumulated more as a com- 
muter than a collector, in an exhibit he’s calling Art of 
the Italian Two Wheel, most likely a name cribbed from 
a book by Ducati authority and writer 
of the exhibit’s catalog, Ian Falloon, 

The Art of Ducati. 

“He can come in,” Stuart said, zoom- 
ing to the front door to call off the 
guards. Of course he could. The guy 
looked like Valentino Rossi, and his 
pleading facial expression resembled 
that of a kid locked outside the roller- 
coaster gates. 

These bikes were the most delicious 
eye candy to the visiting Italian, who 
Stuart found out grew up coveting them 
as the rare equivalent to Lamborghinis 
that they were and still are, and that his 
name is Lorenzo from Napoli. Walking 
through the space with Stuart, who, 
when speaking about the bikes, gradually let it slip that 
he rides them, and, in fact, they were all his, the Italian 
exclaimed “These are all yours?” And he then took 
Stuart’s hand, lifted it, and bowed his head to it as if 
Stuart were royalty. 

This is bike passion. And what better place to exhibit 
it than in a stylishly disheveled barren piece of prime 
real estate, where bikes are placed on pedestals and sus- 
pended like artwork from the walls? Even the shadows 
of the bikes elicit “oohs” and “aahs” with their multicol- 
ored light refractions and sleek shapes. 

Stuart has more in common with the giddy Italian 
passerby than some sort of stuffy completist bike collec- 
tor, and if you try to get facts out of him, he quickly 



digresses into giddy stories about 
where and when he’s ridden the 
bike, and how it sounds and how 
it’s different from the other com- 
muters he selects from in his garage 
each morning. 

The guy bought the bikes 
because they’re beautifully crafted, 
very limited edition 
machines that demon- 
strate the phenome- 
nal Italian ability to 
merge performance 
with aesthetics. 
Intertwined with the 
square cases and the 
round cases and the 
rotary discs and cylin- 
ders are exquisitely 
crafted bevels 
encased in glass, 
tailpipes carefully 
protected by perforat- 
ed chrome, and 
cables and hoses that 
are color-coordinated to accent the 
bikes’ designs. 

The era of Italian design repre- 
sented in Stuart’s collection is one 
fraught with competition from a new 
obsession with automobiles and 
subsequent challenges that are 
overcome with the stylish elan of 
Lorenzo and his Labradoodle. In MV 
Agusta’s case, financial woes created 
conflict about whether the manufac- 
turer should drop its racing program, 
which it didn’t, and instead hangs on 
with a hamstrung racing team and a 
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reduction of production models to 
just two: the 350 and the 750. 

Across the Art of the Italian Two 
Wheel shop in Ducativille, a 1974 
Ducati 750 Super Sport Desmo rep- 
resents the dawn of a new era for 
that manufacturer. A relatively 
unknown fact, Ducati found its rac- 
ing legs when Paul Smart won the 
1972 Imola 200 riding the Ducati 
750 Imola Desmo. Stuart just hap- 
pens to have the ultimate trophy 
from that race, a 750 SS “green 
frame” production bike built to 
commemorate Ducati’s winning 
appearance on the grid, featuring 
the “round case” engine that makes 
so many collectors drool with envy. 
“There were only 430 of these 
made, and 1,500 survived,” Stuart 
quips. “Everybody copied them, but 
this one is real. I have all the docu- 
mentation.” 

Elsewhere in the exhibit are 
other bikes with delicious pedigrees. 
One of Ian’s own bikes was pro- 
cured by Stuart, a 1977 Ducati 
Darmah that has never been started. 
Across the aisle from that bike is a 
1988 Ducati 750 El, which Stuart 
bought from fellow Manhattan 
socialite Christopher Brooks, whose 
better half is former fashion editor 
Amanda Brooks. His hand affection- 
ately placed on the bike’s tail, Stuart 
waxes nostalgic about the infamous 
Ghost Motorcycles shop in Port 
Washington on Long Island, New 
York, where Christopher bought 
the bike out of the crate in 1988. 

Stuart first visited Ghost 
Motorcycles when he was 21 years 
old. “I couldn’t afford a carburetor. 
They had a green frame for sale for 
$9,000.” Now, all these years later, 
he’s got his green frame and also the 
bike Christopher bought at the shop. 

A semicircle of red, white, and 
blue 1970s MV Agustas freeze- 
framed in roaring start from the grid 
behind the windows at the front of 
the exhibition space looks like a 
paddock full of anxious horses, 
chomping at the bit to hit the streets. 
And no wonder, Stuart exercises 



them regularly as he travels from his architectural marvel The 1 974 Laverda 

of an apartment in SoHo (with Italian marble prominent- 750 SFC. 

ly featured) to meetings that range from design consults 

for his management client — the internationally 

renowned designer Marc Newson — to production talks 

for his new film about Nina Simone. Stuart is famous for 

a wide range of things, but maybe most famous for 

critically acclaimed 8 Mile, the film he co-produced for 

another client, Eminem. 

Stuart is the human equivalent of the bikes he col- 
lects, epitomizing design and cultural relevance, but also 
just ready to ride. Getting around on the wild streets of 
New York City presents its challenges, but “even just 
going out for lunch, riding for 15 minutes, it sort of 
calms you down,” Stuart says. 

As far as any fears about having his bikes stolen when 
he rides them and parks them on city sidewalks, Stuart 
says he doesn’t worry about it. “Most people are interest- 
ed in stealing new bikes, just like new cars,” he says. 

“There’s not a lot of vintage cars being stolen; they’re not 
shipped and broken up for parts. It’s easier to sell a 
stolen new bike than it is a stolen vintage one. It’s not 
going to be as valuable without a serial number on it.” 

Worry is anathema to bike collecting, for Stuart, “I 
have the bike to take away stress, not to create stress.” 

Comparing himself to those who have great collections 
and “don’t ride a thing,” Stuart is emphatic. “It’s impor- 
tant to enjoy these motorcycles or don’t have them.” 

Walking through the exhibit with his new friend 
Lorenzo, Stuart points out that everyone says you have 
to be gentle with vintage Ducatis “like they’re delicate 
pieces of jewelry, but they were designed to rev high 
and go like stink! The bikes run better at a higher rpm.” 

In terms of maintenance, Stuart notes “You can get 
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any part or have it made,” but other than 
new electronic systems, most of his bikes 
have all original parts. 

He turns to Lorenzo. “When you were a 
kid, what did you do?” And they mime the 
international rev gesture, opening the throt- 
tle wide. “The bikes were built for that.” 

Stuart was one of those rev-happy kids. 
Asked when he first became interested in 
motorcycles, he takes a scrap of paper off 
The 1981 900 SS the table in front of him and starts to “drive” it around 
beauty shot and all the surfaces in front of him, making the motor noises 

cocpit view. we all made as kids. 

He’d been riding “from the first minute my parents 

weren’t looking,” starting out on minibikes and then 
making the leap, literally, to a Yamaha RD400. “I let 
out the clutch and jumped about 3',” he laughs. 

Stuart’s childhood friends in Northern California 
came from a family with a whole lot of bikes in the 
garage, and maybe that’s where he got the ideas that 
more is more and bikes should always be ridden. That 
family would load a bunch of bikes into a trailer and 
head out to the woods for adventure. 

“I just started acquiring bikes and riding them,” Stuart 
says. “I didn’t set out to own every one of some kind 
of bike, and there’s not a chance that I have even close 
to a favorite. I love riding them all. They have different 
personalities, and they drive differently.” 

Picture Stuart’s morning routine: he goes to his 
garage and smiles as he chooses the style and speed that 
he’ll use that day. In fact, he recently rode one of his 
MV Agustas to the Metropolitan Museum’s Costume 
Institute Gala. So now picture a guy in a tux riding a 
vintage bike and picture the smile on his face. 



It’s easy to find that smile online. 
When you Google the “Stuart Parr 
Collection,” all sorts of videos show 
him riding the bikes around the 
gallery or heading out after the 
exhibit closes. Always, he’s got the 
same grin on his face. The same one 
that shows up on the visages of 
passersby even after the exhibit clos- 
es. The doors might be locked, but 
the windows are tall, and the light- 
ing is set up so the exhibit stays 
awake in the city that never sleeps. 

A few moments after Stuart rides 
away on “the only German bike in 
my collection” (a fabulous ’70s-era 
BMW R80 airhead), a cluster of 
tourists finishes taking photos and 
clears the way for a young dad and 
his toddler son. At first, the man 
takes pictures of his boy in front of 
the exhibit windows. But then he 
hands the camera over to the little 
man and becomes the grinning boy 
in the photo himself. That’s what the 
exhibit is for, and that’s what bikes 
are for: daydreams of speed and 
opening that throttle and riding. AM 


SOURCES 

Stuart Parr Collection 
285 Madison Ave. 

New York, NY (at 40th St.) 
StuartParrCollection.com 
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Put it where the 
sun don't shine! 


Thosd dark, hidden places can kill 
your ate«t. Dirt builds yp ajfid 
traps molstura^ Next thing, 
corrosion starts. S1 00* Total 
Cycle Cieanar Is the answer. Its 
creeping power can get to peaces 
you can’t reach or even see. Then 
its penetrating action zaps even 
the toughest stains. (tt"s even got 
a corrosion inhibitor so it washes 
safely.) Ordinary washes and 
cleaners cant do alE that! No 
wonder s been the favorite 
of bike makers themselves for 
over a generation. Protect your 
expensive investment with the 
best cleaning it can getl Find it 
at better bike shops. 

Learn more at www.sl 00.com. 
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12015 ROYAL ENFIELD CONTINENTAL GT 



A PROPER FACTORY OFFERING 
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by Steve Lita photos by Rich Cox, Mark Jenkinson,The Public Works 




|20I5 ROYAL ENFIELD CONTINENTAL GT| 




at lovers please excuse me, but it 
seems you can’t swing a dead cat 
these days without hitting a cafe racer 
or cafe racer wannabe. We here at 
A/lotorcyc/e mag are on the bandwagon, 
too. Heck, we were never off it; they’ve 
always been cool. A few issues ago, we 
featured a cafe racer on the cover; elsewhere in this issue, you’ll find 
mention of cafe racers in several stories. Yes, the cafe is hot. 




what we have here is a new midsized cafe bike 
available right off the showroom floor, fittingly coming 
from one of the companies that was there in 1964 at the 
inception of the cafe craze, Royal Enfield. The 
Continental GT moniker was originally affixed to a 250cc 
runabout with a long fiberglass petrol tank, racing- 
inspired bump tail seat, and clip-on handlebars. Cafe 
bike lore tells a tale of a gentleman’s agreement between 
all the British manufacturers to not produce a street- 
bound “racer,” and Royal Enfield is using that agree- 
ment as an advantage to be the first to do so. So, in 
a similar vein to Indian Motorcycle’s attitude of 
“what would a new Indian look like if the compa- 
ny never went out of business,” today’s Royal 
Enfield has taken a clean-sheet approach to this 
new cafe-inspired model. To which I say, come on, 
if anyone should do it, Enfield should! 

Elsewhere in this issue, you’ll find what is probably 
(one oO the most audacious, technology-heavy, super- 
fast, extreme motorcycles available juxtaposed to this 
modernized rendition of a simple, fun-to-ride, mod- 
erately sized machine. At a tick over a 1/2-liter bike 
size, the Continental GT is a big bike in India, 
where it’s produced. Enfield calls it a midsized 
bike, and by world standards, it is, but with ISOOcc 
cruisers lumbering the streets of the US, 535cc 
seems demure to us. But consider this: it’s the 
largest Royal Enfield engine available today. With 
most of Royal Enfield’s development and sales focused 
on its home market, people in India are waiting five to 
six months for a bike. Enfield didn’t build the GT to go 
head to head with any Japanese manufacturers. It’s 
always been well-known for this style of motorcycle: 
basic, humble, essential, simple, light, accessible, and 
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fun. And nothing about those descriptors make Royal 
Enfield “retro,” as it’s always been like that. The GT fits 
perfectly the US riding public’s passion for the comeback 
of the cafe. The Continental GT is also a reflection of 
Royal Enfield’s growing ambition to become a global 
leader in the midsize motorcycle segment. Remember, 
the motorcycling world doesn’t revolve around us (as 
some Americans think it does). 

The Continental GT’s single-cylinder, fuel-injected, air- 
cooled Unit Construction Engine (UCE) is bigger than its 
Bullet siblings’ 500cc x 35cc (535cc), which require remap- 
ping the ECU. It also features lower inertia internal compo- 
nents, and cranks out a simple 29.1 hp at 5100 rpm. Not a 
lot by today’s standards, but enough to have fun with. 
Technically, it’s the lightest, fastest, most-powerful Royal 
Enfield in production. While the thumper engine does 
include its share of vibration, it all adds to the bike’s char- 
acter for me, and it does smooth out with added rpm. The 
Continental GT is a momentum-style machine. By that I 
mean: once you get going, keep it going. 

The simple single exhaust canister is slightly upswept 
for cornering ground clearance and has a mdimentary- 
formed wire heel guard. Yet I was careless, and still burned 
my boot into the hot pipe and can. I didn’t care much 
about my boots, but I felt bad about the ugly, black, rubber 
smudge I left behind on the pretty bike. 

The charm of this engine is something that doesn’t 
make it any faster: the factory kickstart lever. With two 
opportunities to evaluate the Continental GT, one abroad 
and one on our shores, I was adamant about using the 
kickstarter. It made jaws drop and youngins scratch their 
heads, trying to figure out what I was doing. While most 


journalists on the rides would flick 
the thumb-activated starter switch, I 
flicked the kickstart pedal out as 
often as I could to start the bike 
(without holding up the group ride) 
There’s just something so righteous 
about using it to start this bike. It’s 
the way things are supposed to be! 
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With the home team working up 
the new engine stats, the rolling 
stock was formed out of a healthy 
name-drop list of companies such as 
Paioli, Pirelli, and Brembo. Not to 
skimp on the chassis setup. Royal 
Enfield invited the legendary Harris 
Performance Products to create the 
new double-cradle frame. And I 
don’t think this will be the last time 
you hear that associated with Royal 
Enfield (see sidebar). Enfield got the 
dimensions and proportions just 
right, in my opinion. Just take a look 
at the original quintessential cafe, the 
1964 Continental GT, and you won’t 
just see a family resemblance, you’ll 
find the evolution of the original. 

The 4 1mm front forks feature 
substantial clip-ons on top, and the 
rear of the GT is held up with twin 
gas-charged Paioli shocks. The 18" 
Pirelli Sport Demon tires wrapped 
around the wire-spoke, aluminum 
rims provide excellent grip, and 


Brembo brake components try their best to bring the GT 
down from speed. The single front disc is floating, but 
there’s only a two-pot, sliding-style caliper squeezing it. 
The hefty-looking front fender support doubles as a fork 
brace of sorts. The clutch is cable-operated, and stainless 
steel, braided brake lines are stock. A couple of neat 
details are the attractive bar-end mirrors hanging on 
those clip-ons and the swingarm spool bosses welded 
onto the bottom of the steel swingarm. 

More amenities abound like a centerstand with the 
bike lift handle positioned just to the left side of the 
seat. You’ll find color-coordinated red stitching on the 
seat of the red GTs and yellow stitching on the yellow 
bikes. While the GT was originally only produced in red, 
the vibrant yellow was added to the line after an episode 
of what we were told was “50 Shades of Yellow,” which 
occurred in the Royal Enfield design studio. Company 
officials didn’t make it too extreme, but it’s attention- 
grabbing for sure. 

The wasp solo seat is pretty flat but not uncomfortable 
for day rides. That bump stop seat conspires with rearset 
foldable footrests to position the rider in a sporty position 
for spirited riding. Handling of the GT is confident. It 
doesn’t act up mid-corner. I can imagine both novices and 
experienced riders alike would be comfortable. Bear in 
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mind, it doesn’t have top-notch sportbike suspension, but 
nobody said this bike was trying to be that. Rear shocks 
are only preload adjustable, and that’s it. 

For a basic ride, the Continental GT also features 
niceties like the flash-to-pass headlight switch (but you’ll 
need a running start to complete that pass), LCD screen 
inset into the speedometer displays, fuel gauge bar 
graph, odometer, and two trip meters. I found the analog 
tach to have a bouncy needle. The top of the steel tank 
displays an attractive Continental logo with GT in the lau- 
rel wreath. Both side covers and tank are steel. The air- 
craft-style fuel filler does lock. However, it’s nonhinging 
removable with the ignition key. The bar-end mirrors are 
modernly styled. And for those who want to be blasphe- 
mous, a two-up seat is available as an accessory. 

All in all, I found the Continental GT a hoot to ride. 
No, it isn’t the fastest thing out there, but it’s fast enough 
to have some fun on. It got stares, thumbs-up, and 



THE NEXT 
BENEOATMON BE 
BBYAL EIMFtEin 


When commenting on the likelihood 
of there being further collaborations 
between Harris Performance Products 
and Royal Enfield, Steve wasn’t being 
facetious nor was he being overly opti- 
mistic. In mid-May, social media exploded with news that the Indian manufacturer had 
bought the British chassis maker. Royal Enfield CEO Siddhartha Lai was quoted as saying 
that Harris will develop “a new generation of products and platforms.” And seeing as Royal 
Enfield is said to be currently working on completing not only three new bikes for the 
2016 model year but will being utilizing that time to introduce two all-new engine plat- 
forms (including what is now being called the adventure-tourer Himalayan), there’s no 
doubt that this trio will spearhead that next generation of Enfields, brandishing the innova- 
tive designing characteristics that we have come to know and expect of Harris. 

Under the acquisition of Harris, all of the performance company’s employees will now 
become Royal Enfield employees as well as becoming part of the motorcycle manufactur- 
er’s upcoming UK Tech Centre. What better way to introduce a new range of motorcycles 
through such a renowned products developer? 

What’s more, on top of bringing in the resources and technical know-how of Harris, 
Royal Enfield has been reaching out to other areas of the two-wheeled world, taking 
in other big names from the industry, including Triumph’s former Project Manager Simon 
Warburton, Ducati 999 creator Pierre Terblanche, and Mark Wells and Ian Wride, the 
founders of Xenophya Design, which helped develop the Triumph Tiger Sport, Tiger 
Explorer, and Daytona 675 as well as styling the Royal Enfield Continental GT and Bullet 
Classic. — Steven Wyman-Blackburn 


numerous selfie opps while I rode 
around in the UK. Now if those 
folks approve, it must be alright. It’s 
a no-nonsense bike that’s easy to 
maintain and own and one that 
turns heads all the time. The new- 
take-on-old Continental GT is the 
right product, at the right time, from 
the right company. M 
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LIST PRICE 

$5,999 

ENGINE 

Air cooled, single 
cylinder 

VALVETRAIN 

Pushrod, OHV, two 
valves per cylinder 

DISPLACEMENT 

535cc 

BORE X STROKE 

87mm x 90mm 

COMPRESSION RATIOS 5:1 1 

FUEL SYSTEM 

EFI 

MFR HORSEPOWER 

29.1 hp@5IOO 
rpm 

MFRTORQUE RATING 324 ft lbs @ 4000 1 
1 rpm 1 

TRANSMISSION 

Five speed 

FINAL DRIVE 

Chain 

FRONT SUSPENSION 

4 1 mm, non- 
adjustable, 

4.3" of travel 

REAR SUSPENSION 

Paioli twin-shock, 
preload adjustable, 

3. 1 5" of travel 

FRONTTIRE 

Pirelli Sport 

Demon 1 00/90- 1 8" 
56 H 

REAR TIRE 

Pirelli Sport 

Demon 1 30/70- 1 8" 
63 H 

FRONT BRAKE 

300mm disc, 

Brembo single two- 
piston caliper 

REAR BRAKE 

240mm disc, single- 
piston caliper 

OVERALL LENGTH 

81.1" 

WHEELBASE 

53.5" 

SEAT HEIGHT 

31-1/2" 

FUEL CAPACITY 

3.57 gallons 

CURB WEIGHT 

405.65 pounds 

WARRANTY 

24 months 

2015 COLORS 

Red, yellow 
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Driver Floorboard Sets 


COMFORT, CONVENIENCE 
AND SAFETY - FROM 
RIDERS, FOR RIDERS 


Display 3 
flags! 


qua, 


Hitch ^ ' *iJj 
Mounted Flag Holders 


Holders Available 


Adjustable Billet Armrests for for Honda GL1800, F6B 
Harleys, *Gold Wings & Spyders & 2014 & newer Valkyries 


Black or 
Chrome 


Adjustable - Black or Chrome 


Shown w/optional Flag Holder 
Sockets, Plates & LED Tail Lights i 


Black or Chrome 



Use coupon code MOTORCYCLE for 
free shipping in our online store. 


800 - 356-7223 

WizardsProducts.com 





REVIEW TOTAL CONTROL: SECOND EDITION 


When a book is all about honing 
one’s riding skills so that he can be 
in total control of his vehicle, some- 
one even remotely interested in rid- 
ing safely should, at the very least, 
consider reading that book. As it 
turns out, Lee Parks’ second edition 
of Total Control: High performance 
street riding techniques is that book. 

As many of us know, the reason 
why whatever Lee Parks writes is so 
sought after by the riding communi- 
ty is because of his erudition about 
riding skills and more so because of 
his Advanced Riding Clinics (ARC) 
course, a riding class that has prolif- 
erated from a good idea to what has 
now become Total Control 
Advanced Riding Clinics (TCARC), 
taught around the globe to 10,000- 
plus riders. 

As Lee tells us in his revamped 
version of Total Control, this book, 
much like the first edition (now in 
five languages), became more than 
what he originally intended. Rather 
than just updating what would later 
be known as the first edition with 
“some newer references, photos, 
etc.,” Lee found himself working as 
much (if not more) this time around, 
adopting a more hands-on approach 
that has allowed him to create some- 
thing more complete. “We were able 

to show things that I didn’t 

have the resources to do so 
before,” Lee told me. 

What makes this AP- 
Calculus-textbook-sized 
guide all the more intrigu- 
ing is that Lee draws from 
various outside influences 
whom he respects and 
admires in the two- 
wheeled world. Even 
though the writing is all ' 

original from Lee’s perspective, he 
took all of the complicated con- 
cepts, comprehensive theory, and, 
most importantly, the encapsulating 
facts on safety from the best of the 
best and then transcribed, translated 
and enhanced them. 

One such person Lee singles out 
as a major source of inspiration is 
Paul Thede, founder of Race Tech, 
whose life’s work on the trappings 


TOTAL 

CONTROL 


High p&rfonh^nce Street fiding tochniQues 


X'W 

V. 

VA- 


L£E PARKS 


+ You con’t pay 
too much for 
safety. 

— While Lee 
makes the 
physics and 
math more 
accessible for 
readers, I will 
forever be 
tempted to 
skip over it. 


and improvements of sus- 
pension has been con- 
densed for publication in 
the second edition of Total 
Control. Lee has explored 
suspension on his own, 
but, through the fusion of 
Lee’s and Paul’s ideas, Lee 
goes a few steps further. 

There are numerous 
other chapters, and as Lee 
explains, the book discuss- 
es more than just the phys- 
ical and mechanical 
aspects of the bike. There 
is a third crucial part to be 
considered, one that Lee 
says could arguably be 
one of the more important 
areas of study: the mental 
side of riding. During our brief conversation, Lee 
described the rider and motorcycle as one, and the 
approach of which — when fully realizing the mental, 
mechanical, and physical side of riding — he calls holis- 
tic. To explain, he told me “Even though you might be 
better, your bike isn’t better. You crash because your 
bike didn’t get better. But as your bike gets better, 
you also have to get better. Everything has to get 
better.” As Lee shared, you must be able to make 
good decisions. And to do so, you need all three 
facets of the whole. 

In closing, technology and, in turn, motor- 
cycles, are being improved exponentially, and after 
taking into account that the original Total Control 

was written 12 years ago you’ll realize the 

full scope of the new technology invented dur 
ing that period (and everything Lee has learned 
since then). This gap therefore calls for revital- 
ized theories to fill that void, ones matching the 
speed and high-performance gains of motorcy- 
cle riding over this decade-plus “hiatus.” While 
these pro-sustainable-like upgrades with motor- 
cycles come hand in hand with enhanced safety 
features — such as multiple ride mode maps, 
ride-by-wire systems, numerous levels of trac- 
tion and ABS control — all of that is null with- 
out the proper mindset and knowledge “upgrades” to 
compensate. In this case, ignorance is definitely not 
bliss. And the second edition of Total 
Control: High performance street riding 
techniques helps us all realize that becom- 
ing a better motorcyclist isn’t something 
that can be achieved overnight, and hope- 
fully, those of us who do decide to 
improve will “use it like a cookbook,” a 
tool you go to again and again. — Steven 
Wyman-Blackburn 
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2015 GOLD WING* 

GET READY FOR YOUR NEXT RIDE. For 40 years, Honda’s Gold Wing has set the 
standard for connfort and luxury on the open road. Powered by our legendary 
1832cc flat-six engine, and loaded with all the features that nnake it the ultinnate 
in touring. It’s time to start the next chapter of your journey. 


GoldWing.Honda.com 

#/?/D^ED 


BE A RESPONSIBLE RIDER.ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION & PROTECTIVE CLOTHING. NEVER RIDE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL. AND NEVER USE THE STREETAS A RACETRACK. OBEY THE LAW AND READ 
YOUR OWNER’S MANUAL THOROUGHLY. Gold Wing® Is a registered trademark ot Honda Motor Co., Ltd. ©201 5 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. (4/1 5) 



MOTO CULTURE THE GREASY HANDS PREACHERS 



I SOURCES 

Vimeo LLC 
Vimeo.com 


A Builder’s Life by Steven Wyman-Blackburn 


clement Beauvais and Arthur de Kersauson’s independ- 
ent motorcycle documentary The Greasy Hands Preachers 
and Quentin Tarantino’s illustrious black comedy Pulp 
Fiction actually have quite a bit in common. Similarities 
manifest beyond the hilarious scene in the latter when 
Bruce Willis’ character insists (quite a few times, I must 
add) that what he’s riding is a chopper, not a motorcycle. 

Much like Pulp Fiction, which will forever live , 

in infamy for how Tarantino strayed far from 
the traditional chronological plot flow, instead 
adopting a starkly nonconventional style of 
portraying all the intricate happenings of the 
many characters. The Greasy Hands Preachers 
also revolves around various “characters” with 
their own distinct tales, done so differently 
than most. Preachers is a compilation of 
seven custom builders’ stories and experi- 
ences regarding their pursuits of and views on 
custom building: Shinya Kimura of Chabott 
Engineering, Roland Sands of Roland Sands 
Design, David Borras of El Solitario, Ered 
Jourden and Hugo Jezegabel of Blitz 
Motorcycles, Julian Heppekausen of Deus Ex Machina, 
and Shannon Sweeney of SS Motorcycles. 

With the help of fundraisers (Kickstarter), supporting 
brands Belstaff, BMW Motorrad, and Motolu, and their 


1 ^ 

+ Goodbye, 

Hollywood, 
hello, artful cine- 
matography. 

+ More than just 
custom bobbers, 
and no giant- 
front-wheel, tiny- 
rear-wheel bag- 
gers. 

— Even though 
ambiguity is usu- 
ally an effective 
tool, it can 
sometimes be 
too much. J 


it out of your system), the film made 
its world premiere at last year’s 
62nd San Sebastian International 
Eilm Eestival on September 26, and 
is now enjoying worldwide expo- 
sure exclusively through Vimeo On 
Demand (with multilingual subtitles, 
all from the low price of 
$6.99). But before the public 
could see and later tweet 
about the film using 
#theghp, Clement and Arthur 
had to first sift through their 
heap of footage compiled 
during an eight-week filming 
escapade from June 2013 to 
April 2014 with only a Super 
l6mm. Somehow, they 
organized it all so that the 
opinions of each builder are 
articulated in about 90 min- 
^ utes through five chapters 
(much like — gasp — Pulp Fiction')-. 
They Built It Themselves, Winning 
Is Great If That’s All You Can Do, 
Balancing The Eorm And The 


executive producer, actor Orlando Bloom (yes, yes, get Eunction, The Amazing World Out 
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There, and Capturing The Elusive 
Red Dragon. Through these chap- 
ters, the creators wove together a 
collage of each builder’s viewpoints 
through an amalgamation of 
archived footage; clips of the 
builders going about their business 
whether it be riding, customizing, 
or fixing, and riding shots of differ- 
ently customized motorcycles, tack- 
ling a plethora of riding styles and 
mediums on the Bonneville Flats, 
motocross parks, professional and 
amateur, local circuits, paved roads, 
beaches, and beyond, from 
California, to Utah, to Indonesia, 
to Spain, to Scotland, to France. 

To best convey the feelings of 
each builder, the cameramen adopted 
an intimate interviewing style where 
the camera seems to perpetually be 
zoomed right on each individual 
preacher, creating a sense of rawness 
and immediacy, and, through them, 
realism. This authentic feel is aug- 
mented further whenever the camera 
zooms in further on a builder’s face 
during an interview to fully realize 
his emotions or reactions. 

But the documentary’s more 
effective techniques are implemented 
through the ways in which the 
builders are introduced: the film cre- 
ates ambiguity by failing to include 
footers beneath each one explaining 
who they are — like most documen- 
taries do. This automatically places 
all of the (nameless) builders on the 
same plane, in terms of fame and 
credentials, which gives the viewer 
the chance to look at the preachers 
objectively and to just enjoy the 
motorcycle culture. This technique 
also gives the impression that the 
builders are an ambivalently chosen 
clustering of your average Joe cus- 
tomizers telling their stories (unless 
you recognize them, of course). 

With this ambivalence in mind, 
as the film progresses, one is led to 
believe (most likely not intentionally) 
that all of the builders being inter- 
viewed are going to meet at some 
point, seeing as some of the cus- 
tomizers do. But the people who do 
meet aren’t the main “characters” 
from the six custom shops stated 
earlier; they’re just other builders or 
enthusiasts who are treated like they 
could be (like Maple who talks about 
an amateur racing circuit in the chap- 
ter on winning), lavishing in the extra 
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camera time the filmmakers provide 
them. This creates the illusion, a red 
herring if you will, which falsely 
answers why these people are being 
filmed: all of the customizers are 
involved in the same project or are 
connected in some way. That, 
however, is not the case. Unlike 
Pulp Fiction, Preachers is a story of 
separate builders brought together 
only through passion. 

As such, these unifying themes 
shine through the ambiguity, more 
noticeably through what’s said, like 
what it’s like getting started or being 
accepted as a mechanic. David pre- 
sented his difficulty by reenacting a 
phone call (complete with the 
thumb-pinky phone receiver ges- 
ture), saying “Hey, I want to do a 
bike. There is no one involved. Do 
you want to do it?” And then the 
response, “No. f@$% off.” For Hugo 
and Fred, they quit their respective 
jobs after Fred was bathed in end- 
less encouragement — “Are you sure 
of your life choice? You really want 
to live from bike custom making? It 
doesn’t seem odd to you?” — and 
after Hugo had to deal with a family 
who wasn’t so open minded when it 
came to going into mechanics, 
describing it as an “execution job in 
an assembly line.” For Roland, he 
was forced to decide between work- 
ing, racing, and college, later sharing 
the well-known stereotype in the 
process: “everybody wants to be 
white-collared, not blue-collared.” 

For Julian, he described motorcycles 
as something “you can’t always 
expect Ito] always go right,” noting 
the duality people struggle with in 
the pursuit thereof, those who must 
find what makes them happy and 
then doing it. Others like Shinya 
skimmed over the trials and tribula- 
tions, talking about his various 
obsessions (including making his 
own sci-fi monster) leading into cus- 
tom bike building. Meanwhile, 
Shannon took on the role of histori- 
an, noting the shift in manufacturers’ 
strategies over the decades, especial- 
ly in the mid-1970s, a decision that 
made him take a brief hiatus from 
building, and one that forced riders 
to switch from being more involved 
with their bike to one dependant on 
a dealership’s service department, 
saying it was a time when there 
was “no more kickstart ... so if the 


battery went dead, then you had to 
go to the dealership. You couldn’t 
kick it or push-start it.” 

Like the relatable stories voiced 
by each customizer, the actions 
caught on camera also convey — if 
not more effectively — ubiquitous 
feelings to passionate riders: the 
essence of building a bike yourself 
through scenes of flying sparks and 
others, the dichotomy of form and 
function through Roland’s struggle of 
trying to kickstart his enduro Husky, 
kicking it again and again and again, 
or riding through extended shots 
(no cuts). A great example is when 
Shinya, to illustrate the artistic dis- 
course of how he strives to have 
the aesthetic flow of his work go 
beyond his bikes’ designs to how 
they complement their immediate 
environment, is shown riding 
through a long, extended shot of 
his bike zooming on the Bonneville 
Flats, with the camera circling 
around him, capturing the grandiose 
atmosphere of the area he’s 
ensconced in, the undulating 
mountains and endless, flat surfaces 
of sand. Or it’s done on a more 
artistic level: underlining the 
abruptness and, in turn, isolation 
of becoming a mechanic by the 
camera failing to capture the sound 
of a bike being customized until it 
gets closer to the shop, usually a 
small, enclosed space. 

That said, a more resonating cata- 
lyst between the builders isn’t their 
words or actions, it’s the artfully exe- 
cuted cinematography via cuts and 
the lapsing sound. The best instances 
not only exemplify this shared con- 
nection between the custom riders 
but takes a cliche and makes it fresh. 
One of the more profound moments 
occurs during Chapter IV, the section 
on traveling. After an almost two- 
minute montage of riding footage 
through breathtaking scenery with 
Fred and Hugo, the narration begins. 
But neither Fred nor Hugo are the 
ones speaking. It’s Roland saying the 
following as it actually happens: it’s 
really about “the adventures like figur- 
ing out what’s wrong, fixing it . . . like 
in the middle when something hap- 
pens, when you have to stop on the 
side of the road.” They, Roland and 
Fred and Hugo, as well as Julian, 
Shannon, Shinya, and David, are 
brought together by their passion. ikM 
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The new Annerican Kargo 
Trooper backpack has every- 
thing you could think of and 
more. The Trooper has tons of fea- 
tures for the daily commute or the 
weekend getaway. Features include the 
all-new four-point butterfly harness, helmet stor- 
age, laptop compartment, hydration storage, and 
tool storage. $ 1 80. American Kargo, 3 1 0/76 T8 1 5 I , 
AmericanKargo.com. 


Corbin’s new Dual Touring saddle for the Can-Am Spyder F3 is gener- 
ously sculpted to provide an ergonomic advantage for touring-quality 
support. The wide, sculpted seating positions create a larger area of 
contact for optimal weight distribution. The rigid fibertech basepan is 
built low to hug the frame and bodywork Its deep, supportive bucket 
design gives 6-1/2" of vertical back support. Both seating areas are 
designed to work with an optional Corbin backrest for added comfort 
and support. All components include genuine leather seating inserts 
for a truly luxurious ride. A wide variety of color and texture options 
are available by special order at no additional charge. The Dual Touring 
offers the option of electric seat heaters for an added bit of 
No heat, $699; heat, $853. Corbin, 800/538-7035, Corbin.com. 


Fteld’s new Cafe Collection is designed for 
riders who favor simple, classic lines and a 
retro touch. From a vintage FHonda or 
Triumph cafe racer to a modern, naked bike 
like a BMW R nineTthe Cafe Collection 
has timeless gear solutions such as leather 
jackets and pants, boots, and denim riding 
jeans. Each piece is constructed of durable, 
top-quality leather or denim, and CE- 
approved D30 armor ensures impact pro- 
tection. The FHarvey 76 jacket (shown here) 
blends vintage styling with modern armor, 
available in black/off-white and 
burgundy/off-white. $550. FHeld Rider 
Equipment, 949/215-0893, F3eldUSA.com. 


Tracie Thomas became a 
well-known symbol in the 
New York City motorcycle 
world as a tough and fear- 
less woman who’s not afraid 
to get dirty, and she holds 
her own with the male 
mechanics. Now in 2015, 
Tracie is kicking ass again 
with the launch other cloth- 
ing companyTrauma Tease 
Apparel, which features 
retro designs from Tracie’s 
NYC days.TraumaTease 
Apparel, TraumaTease.com. 


■ 

AMSOIL has introduced a new viscosity to 
round out its line of premium synthetic oils for 
^ motorcycles. The 20W-40 Synthetic V-Twin 

motorcycle oil is a full-synthetic 20W-40 
motorcycle oil, presenting riders a premium 
alternative to Indian- and Victory-branded semi- 
synthetic oils. Indian and Victory motorcycles 
incorporate a shared sump, and AMSOIL 20W- 
40 is formulated to provide protection for both 
engines and transmissions. It’s also shear stable, 
keeping motorcycles well protected even in 
extreme heat conditions. AMSOIL 20W-40 is 
recommended for air- or liquid-cooled 2013 and newer Victory and 
Indian motorcycles and other four-stroke motorcycles that call for a 
20W-40 motor oil. It meets API SM and JASO MA/MA2 specifica- 
tions. $ 1 2.50. AMSOIL, AMSOIL.com/Motorcycle. 
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Before Motorcycle Rides & Culture's 
premiere in 2014, the publication went 
through various stages. GreaseRag.com 
is now offering a 20-issue bundle of 
Motorcycle's past renditions: Motorcycle 
Tour & Travel, Motorcycle Tour & Cruiser, 
and RoadBIke. All orders include a free 
RoadBIke pin. $ 1 4.95. GreaseRag.com. 


Fine-tune the cockpit airflow of your 20 1 5 FHarley- 
Davidson Road Glide with the Road Glide Wind 
Deflector kit from FHarley-Davidson Genuine Motor Parts 
& Accessories. Wind tunnel-tested and easy to install, 
these snap-fit wind deflectors reduce and redirect the air- 
flow that rises between the fairing and fork tubes. The 
resulting reduction in updraft reduces buffeting. The 
deflectors simply snap onto the engine guard tubes and 
can be removed when more airflow is desired. $39.95. 
FHarley-Davidson Motor Gompany F3-D.com. 


PlastiKote F3i-Temp paint is the professionals’ 
choice when painting areas on vehicles that 
are subject to extreme heat conditions. Once 
properly cured, PlastiKote F3i-Temp paint 
forms a hard, lasting finish that resists salt 
spray and will not chip or peel. Once applied, 
it dries to the touch in 60 minutes, providing 
users a finish for any surface that’s exposed to 
very high heat. PlastiKote F3i-Temp paint is 
available in seven colors: black, white, red, alu- 
minum, orange, blue, and cast gray. PlastiKote, 
866/222-8714, PlastiKote.com. M 


The birds in your yard will love making this 
Route 66 biker bar their home! This whimsi- 
cal biker bar birdhouse features all the trim- 
mings of a smokin’-hot highway roadhouse, 
complete with a motorcycle parked outside 
and a flame-painted roof It has a clean-out 
hole in the back and weighs 1 .2 pounds. Its 
dimensions are 1 0- 1 /4" x 7- 1 /2" x 9". $ 1 9.95. 
GardenDecorAccents.com. 
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LETTERS 

Continued from page 12 


It was wide enough to take up an 
entire lane with a roof pockmarked 
with air conditioners! As I entered a 
passing lane and began to overtake 
this monster, I noticed the words 
The Adventurer written across the 
back in large, flamboyant letters. 

The driver waved as I went by, and 
I waved back but thought he might 
not have been so quick to do so had 
he been able to read my mind. 

Bob TTaslett 
Smith ers, B.C., Canada 

Geography 101 

I suggest y’all send Steven W-B to 
actually visit Daytona someday. 

Or buy the editor an atlas. Twice 
he refers to Daytona Beach as being 
on the Gulf in the Daytona 200 story 
in the March/April issue. That large 
body of water is the Atlantic Ocean. 

Alan Dockery 

Via Internet 

You are absolutely right. Whenever 
I mentioned the gulf, I was referring to 
the immediate beach, the inlet of sea, 
hence why I never wrote the Gulf of 
Mexico in full. That said, the word 
gulf in the story is capitalized, so that 
definitely doesn’t help me out any. I 
think that rather than an atlas, I need 
lessons on geographical terms of land 
formations. I also should go to therapy 
for zshift-button-trigger-happy 
syndrome. *f 




Get Motorcycle delivered to your inbox 
and on your iPad! Visit our web site today 
and sign up for our e-newsletter and a 
digital subscription on Zinio.com. 
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On The Road 

In the Sept/Oct issue 20l4,Tricia 
Szulewski rides the controversial, fan- 
polarizing Harley-Davidson Street 750. Is 
this Harley’s future? 

From Your TV 

You’ve seen him on Game ofThrones, 
Conan The Barbarian, and, most recently. 
The Red Road. He’s also being introduced 
in the DC Comics’ shared universe films 
as Aquaman in Batman v Superman: Dawn 
of justice. Jason Momoa. Well, Jason also 
loves motorcycles. So much so that he 
directed/produced/starred in a modern- 
day motorcycle movie where his own 
bike, a Harley FLH named Mabel, was cus- 
tomized Just for the film. Road to Paloma. 
Read Steven W-B’s story now online! 

Always@TheMotorcycleMag.com 

Exclusive content you won’t find in the 
magazine. Like us on Facebook, follow us 


on Twitter, or visitTheMotorcycleMag.com 
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You know every inch of your bike. Not just the 
engine size, or the color code of the paint It’s the 
special details that only you know about Like the 
way the exhaust opens up just right at 3,200rpm. 
Or that scuff on the footpeg you picked up while 
riding through Deal’s Gap. 


It’s the details that make your bike unique, and 
no one knows this more than GEICO. With 
GEICO Motorcycle insurance, you’ll get coverage 
specific to your bike, and a team of people who love 
motorcycles as much as you do. 


When it comes to insurance, it’s the little things 
that make a big difference. Trust the details to 
GEICO Motorcycle. 


Motorcycle 

geico.com 1 1-800-442-9253 | Local Office 


Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Motorcycle coverage is underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees 

Insurance Company, Washington, O.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2015 GEiCO. 




There’s a certain pride that comes with doing it yourself. Whether 
installing a new set of pipes or just swapping out those old grips. 

J&P Cycles supports whatever project you tackle by proudly offering 
something nobody else does, free technical advice. So, if you hit a 
bump in the road, give us a call, we’re the best.. .technically speaking. 


Call or order online 855 - 51 5-7080 

WWW.JPCYCLES.COM 



Contact us for your FREE J&P Cycles catalog today! p""* • accessories • apparel 
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